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EDITORIAL NOTES 


THE LIBRARY AT HYSLOP HOUSE 


With a growing circle of readers and 
a more sustained demand for the best 
current books on psychical and metapsy- 
chical subjects it becomes more than 
ever the interest of members of the 
A.S.P.R. that the resources of the Library 
should be increased and that some means 
should be found of keeping pace with 
the output of literature and supplement- 
ing past deficiencies. 

Officially, neither the Trustees of the 
Society nor the Governors of the N. Y. 
Section could do this without a special 
endowment for the purpose of purchas- 
ing new books. But it is well within 
the power of individual members to as- 
sist towards this very desirable end. 
There are a few of our members who 
have for some time past made it their 
practice to hand over to the Library 
books that they have read and no longer 
need for their shelves. If more of our 
subscribers would be willing to follow 
this excellent example, we might soon 
find our supply of standard reading 
material greatly increased. We would be 
glad if readers of the Journal would 
give this matter consideration. By an oc- 
casional donation of books not needed 


for personal use, they would immensely 
help the work of the Society in diffusing . 
knowledge among the many members 
who are in want of facilities for acquir- 
ing it and who naturally look to the 
Society to provide their want. 
xk OK Rk 
METAPSYCHICS IN ADULT 
EDUCATION 


The Education Department of the 
Women’s Club of San Francisco, incor- 
porated in 1928 under the title “The 
People’s Assembly’, has inaugurated a 
course of lectures which will be followed 
by classes in the science of Metapsychics. 
It is the plan of the Director, Dr. Helen 
Parker Criswell, to place Metapsychics 
in the realm of higher education through 


already established channels for the adult 
scholar. 


Among the lectures already given we 
note “The History of Psychical Research’’ 
by Dr. P. S. Haley; ““Metapsychics and 
Psychology” by Dr. John E. Coover M.A. 
and Ph. D. of Stanford University and 
one also on “Hyslop House of New 
York City and What it is doing” by 
Judge William M. Cannon, former Presi- 
dent of the N. Y. Section of the Ameri- 
can Society for Psychical Research. 
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Certain proposals are being mooted 
for the initiation of classes of Instruc- 
tion at Hyslop House in the coming Fall 
Session. These would primarily be de- 
signed for the training of Instructors for 
experimental work at headquarters in 
order to systematize the observation, 
method and recording of research work. 
The lack of individuals trained for re- 
search among the general body of mem- 
bers would in this way be gradually ob- 
viated. One of the first considerations 
will be to decide upon a curriculum of 
reading and the choice of a suitable text- 
book, or set of text-books covering the 
different aspects of Psychic Research. It 
is of great importance that the conduct 
of groups for development of the several 
phenomenal modes of psychic faculty 
should be rightly directed and the effort 


unified and conserved. 
kK KK * 


In Mr. Sperry’s review of Mr. Here- 
ward Carrington’s book “The Story of 


Psychic Science’’ appearing on page 217 
of the May issue of our Journal, readers 
will note that he gives the name of the 
publishing house as Rider & Co., London. 

This should be amended, as the pub- 
lishers of the American edition are Ives 
Washburn, 119 West 57th Street, New 
York, from whom copies may be ob- 
tained. Orders for the book can also be 
placed with the A.S.P.R., at Hyslop 
House. Price $5.00 per copy. 

kk KK 

We have been unable, at the time of 
going to press, to discover any official 
contradiction of the following alleged 
Pastoral Letter by a Catholic Bishop, of 
which we give extracts. If genuine and 
endorsed by the Papal College, it is 
obvious that it creates an important pre- 
cedent. The Editor hopes to receive some 
authoritative comment on this letter and 
to give the same publicity in due course. 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 
PSYCHIC SCIENCE 
Were it possible to feel that any con- 
siderable section of the Catholic hierarchy 
cherished a view as sympathetic to Psychic 
Research as is apparent to us in the 
pastoral letter quoted below we might 
indeed feel that the gates of the strong- 
hold of tradition are at last opening to 
a recognition of humanity's right to 
knowledge in an area which has been for 
so many centuries held as the exclusive 
preserve of a priestly caste. From the 
“Boletin Espirita’” for February 1931—a 
Philippine Journal—we quote the follow- 
ing passages from a Pastoral of the 
Bishop of Minas, Brazil to his Catholic 
flock. It is reprinted in English from the 
“Revista de Spiritismo’’—a Lisbon journal. 
“Science is not a belief reserved for 
a class or a party: it is the truth and 
it is not exclusive for anyone. Clip 
not the wings of investigators as a 
reply to the reality of their discover- 
ies. Truth always succeeds in attain- 
ing its ends. . . Imprisoned on one 
side, it emerges on the other. Science 
advances incessantly. In the beginning, 
Galileo was thought insane,—a heretic 
—and, as such, excommunicated. Later 
it was acknowledged that he had said 
the truth affirming the movement: cf 
the Earth. This affirmation was the 
cause of his condemnation. but the 
whole world is now converted t> a 
faith in his theory. This will also 
happen to spiritualism, which is sup- 
ported by Science and which can re- 
veel to men by unimpeachable proofs 
the existence of beines of a spiritual 
nature and their relaticn with in- 
carnate beings. 
“According to my way of thinking 
I, a Catholic Bishop, say that spirit- 
ualism should not be condemned as a 
diabolical work exclusively, and that 
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spiritualists should not be declared to 
be beyond the path of salvation, nor 
be called heretics, nor reserved for 
hell. If, later, we are to acknowledge 
the good founded upon this science, 
why then at present permit it to be 
considered a sacrilege? 

“Science is above all. What sur- 
prises does she not reserve for future 
generations? . . . I am not a spiritual- 
ist and I do not pretend here to make 
a defence of spiritualism. The evolu- 
tion of this belief is gaining ground 
in souls daily, and in the five con- 
tinents. But I am, as many men of 
good faith, an observer of facts which 
cannot be questioned; a student of 
modern ideas, and entirely disposed to 
embrace unknown truth, no matter 
who brings it to me, and shews it to me 
under acceptable forms. It is absurd 
to mould the truth according to our 
personal conveniences. 

“With regard to what I have been 
told, I have not found any of the 


evils in spiritualism which it is charged 
as containing. If all the spirits who ap- 
pear in the world are evil spirits, then 
those which appeared to all Saints 
were evil also. This is a logical judg- 


ment. All the visions of the Saints 
must have been diabolic visions. This 
we cannot believe. Good and evil are 
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blended. The sittings of spiritualists 

if controlled by evil spirits, could 

eventually be dangerous; but not ail 
are so: far from it. There are good, 
very good spirits. 

“This new Science, which has its 
origin prior to the birth of Christ, de- 
serves to retain our greatest measure of 
attention. Certainly the weight of ex- 
communication hangs over her as yet, 
but this does not mean that the days 
of spiritualism are numbered.” 

The original publication is dated Jan- 
Feb. 1928. There are one or two passages 
in it which seem to suggest that it is meant 
to clear the way for a more definite pro- 
nouncement by the Catholic Church in 
favor of psychic research, scientifically 
ordered. Once the inevitable is recognized, 
and it is seen that the movement can no 
longer be checked even within the fold 
of the ancient church, then the counsels 
of wisdom will surely dictate an acknow- 
ledgment of the universal right of men 
and women to commune with their ‘dead’ 
and the individual privilege of follow- 
ing the truth wherever she may lead 
will be conceded. Such a concession 
would give Catholicism an immediate 
advantage over all forms of Protestant 
belief and it is likely that they would 
be compelled to follow her leadership in 
this acknowledgment. 


* * KK * 


THE DISASTER TO “R-101” 


We have received just before going 


to press the official record of a sitting 
arranged by che National Laboratory of 
which Mr. Harry Price is Director. Mrs. 
Garrett was the medium employed. Un- 
der control, a most remarkable story was 


given of the circumstances which led to 
the appalling catastrophe to the British 


airship in France, when so many valu- 
able lives were lost. The full record 
will be printed in our July issue. A good 
account of the sitting will be found in 
the London ‘Morning Post’ for May 7th. 
To this we shall be able to add the ex- 
pert opinions in support of the medium- 
istic statements. They appear to tally in 
a very striking manner. 











A CHILD MEDIUM IN OPPAU 


Translated from “Illustrowany Kuryer Codzienny’’, 


Krakow, Poland, 


By the courtesy of Mr. Joseph Dasher 
of Pittsburgh, we are able to give the 
following additional details of this case 
of spontaneous phenomena. 


During the past two months at Oppau, 
Germany, strange manifestations have 
been occurring at the home of Mr. 
Raschke, a farmer. The family consists 
of 5 children, of whom the 9 year old 
Greta is evidently endowed with med- 
iumistic attributes. 


On October 15th 1930, for the first 
time, there were noticed at the Raschke 
home strong and inexplicable raps and 


noises, which, after a moment’s duration, 
subsided. Beginning with November 9th 
these raps become more frequent and 
even disturbed the inhabitants of the 
house throughout the night. Naturally, 
the family together with the neighbors 
were endeavoring to throw some light 
on these inexplicable manifestations. 
Various domestic animals were suspected 
but this supposition was shown to be un- 
founded. It was then questioned whether 
by any chance rats caused these raps, but 
during such investigations it was observed 
that the raps sounded wherever Greta 
happened to be at the time and in the 
direction of her feet. 


Greta was then subjected to closer ob- 
servation and it was confirmed that these 
raps really originated somehow under the 
child’s feet and, when she was moving, 
the raps followed her. When she lay in 
bed the raps appeared to come from 
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under the bed, and when she stood by a 
wall, they came out from behind that 
wall. A commission was then formed 
consisting of the local mayor, the district 
authority and a physician, the house was 
surrounded with guards, Greta 


placed on special rubber blankets and 
automobile tires (inner tubes) in order 
to deaden the raps; but to no avail, as 
the raps and noises continued at the same 
intervals and with the same strength. As 
a final measure Greta was set in one 
place and a trench dug all around her, 
but still this brought no result as the 
raps came out from under her feet, as 
before. These tests showed conclusively 
that Greta alone produces these mani- 
festations. 


Was 


As to these miracles a local ‘“‘diviner”™ 
who had learned of them voiced the sup- 
position, that under the house there were 
large bodies of water and metal which 
exercised “magnetic” influence upon 
Greta, and the reason he gave for this 
opinion was that he had observed that 
upon his appearance in the Raschke 
home his divining rod reacted very 
strongly. 

However, nothing was clarified by the 
diviner’s explanations, as when Greta 
visited outside her own home, in a dif- 
ferent place, the manifestation of raps 
occurred in identical manner. 


Finally the German metapsychic circles 
became interested in the child and de- 
cided to take Greta to Berlin in order 
to subject her to careful research. 
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PICTORIAL SYMBOLISM OF 
PSYCHIC IMPRESSIONS 


Record of a Test Experiment in the work 
of Mrs. Cornelia Bogert. 


The 
Bogert’s power of symbolic representa- 


following of Mrs. 


example 
tion is offered to readers. It is authen- 
ticated by Mr. Hereward Carrington who 
was asked to make a mental image of 
some person unknown to the psychic, in 
order that she might receive an impres- 
sion of the life and personality of that 
individual and translate the impression 
into pictorial form, according to her us- 
ual practice. Mrs. Bogert, as is well 
known to our members, claims that her 
productions are influenced by the con- 
trol of the discarnate. 
Mrs. BOGERT’s STATEMENT 
“Some time ago I requested Mr. Car- 
rington to give me a test. He was to 
think of some person known to him 
but unknown to me, and I was to paint 

a picture which was to portray the 

conditions surrounding the life of that 

person at the time. The picture which 

I painted may be described as follows: 

First: a clear blue sky was painted up- 
on the canvas: then a cloud, which 
filled the horizon, was painted in 
the sky. 

Second: This cloud was reflected in a 
lake which was painted in the fore- 
ground. 

Third: came green hills and a valley, 
with four cedar trees; these being 
surrounded by flowers. One tree had 
a yellow top. | 

Fourth: A stone wall was painstaking- 
ly painted about the lake. 

“I told Mr. Carrington that I felt the 

subject was a woman; and he said this 

was correct.” 

“The interpretation .of this picture 


(Member of the A.S.P.R.) 


which I received through my control in 
automatic writing was as follows: 

(1). The clear blue sky stands for a pet- 
son of intelligence and good back- 
ground; but the cloud, reflected in 
the soul-lake (2) betokens a de- 
fect in her nature. 

The four trees stand for her family, 
four in number. The light over one 
means that he has passed into the 
spirit world. This family wouid be 
happy together, as the green hills 
and flowers shew, provided that a 
Stone Wall (4) be built about the 
lake to prevent the waters from in- 
vading the land, with the dangers 
that lurk in its depths. 

“Mr. Carrington said that this test was 
about 90 per cent correct. The person 
he had in mind was suffering from an 
obsession which she thought was psychic 
in nature: but owing to the character of 
the manifestations, he had told her to 
close the door to it. My control said “‘to 
build a stone wall about it.” 

Mr. Carrington also said that he did 
not know how many members of the 
family of this person there were, as she 
had only consulted him ‘professionally’. 
He enquired, however, and found that 
there had been four members of the 
family, and that one of these had died. 

It is interesting to note that I could 
not have obtained this information from 
Mr. Carrington’s mind, as the facts were 
unknown to him. 

ATTESTATION By Mr. CARRINGTON 

The above is a correct statement of 
the facts. 


(signed) Hereward Carrington. 


(3). 
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*DISCARNATE KNOWLEDGE” 


Record of Psychic Communications received 
by William T. Glover through 
the medium X. 


Our second instalment of the chronicle 
opens with a sitting at the house of a 
friend (H). The first sitting to be re- 
corded took place on the 12th July, 1928. 
It is mostly question and answer: 

H. desired to know whether each person 
on earth possesses one or more guides. 
C. (Communicator): “It is true that 

mortals have guides: . . this is in ac- 
cordance with the usual facts. Such 
entities were spoken of by primitive 
minds as shadows. It is quite com- 
mon for personalities in the spirit 
world to attach themselves to per- 
sons in the earth life.” 

G. ‘Are such entities, in most cases, con- 
scious that they have associated them- 
selves with mortals?” 

C. “More often they are persons seek- 
ing experience in material affairs. 
Deprived of this experience by an 
early death, they resort to this 
means.” 

G. “Is the child control called Feda, who 
acts as <n intermediary for the trans- 
mission of messages through the Eng- 
lish medium Mrs. L. conscious of 
the presence of those who communi- 
cate through her instrumentality?” 

C. ‘The word ‘personality’ is so in- 
volved that it would be very difficult 
for you to form an accurate concep- 
tion of We have already said 
that the personality is made up of 
myriads of other personalities.’’* 

G. ‘Are we to understand that there are 
myriads of interacting minds?” 

C. “Yes; and that which may be said 





* cp later records of Jan. 30 and following. 
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to constitute a personality is an ag- 
gregation of personalities.” 

G. “According to our ideas of space, are 
we to understand that numerous per- 
sonalities occupy the same space that 
I do?” 

C. “That is precisely true. What you 
conceive as space is attenuated Mat- 
ter . . . . There are, for all you 
know, an unlimited number occupy- 
ing—not the same space, but the 
same spaces; for there is not only 
one order of creation but perhaps 
an infinite number.” 

G. “Then the mystery is solved by regard- 
ing these different personalities as 
being in different rates of vibra- 
tion?” 

C. “That is precisely true. Bear in 
mind that what you call a cubic foot 
of space is a mere illusion.” 

G. “When you say that there is no space, 
do you mean that all is reality? i. e. 
that there is no vacuity?” 

C. “That is true.” 

“In the light of certain knowledge 
here, some of your most profound 
truisms appear absurd. It is im- 
possible for you to form a true con- 
ception of Reality: we can only 
furnish suggestions. It is a psychical 
law chat we cannot carry you beyond 
the association of ideas. ‘True 
thougnts which reach you from here 
are translated into ideas of material! 
forms.” 

G. “Is it possible for a human being to 
project himself into what we term 
Space, and obtain information not nor- 
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mally obtainable ? 

C. “According to your conception of 
space, this is true: but these con- 
ditions appear to us as natural as 
your conditions appear to you. Con- 
sider a change of place as a change 
of state, and this should enable you 
to comprehend at least a semblance 
of the idea.” 


G.“Is it possible for entities on your 


side of che veil to foresee events? Are 

prophecies based upon reasoned _pro- 

cesses Or upon a mental quality com- 
parable to intuition?” 

C. “Yes, some events are foreseen. In- 
tuition does not exactly define the 
method upon which such predictions 
are based; but such a term will per- 
haps help you to grasp the concep- 
tion. 

SITTING OF JULY 18, 1928 
(Another friend (P) was added to 


the group.) 


_G. “When meditating upon a subject... . 


how should one concentrate so as to 

obtain the best results ? 

C. “Concentration is the effort of the 
will to focus the brain in such man- 
ner as to receive thought. Thus the 
will draws to it only knowledge 
which is deemed useful. This is why 
some men possess in a high degree 
the faculty of obtaining special 
knowledge in their chosen field and 
have an utter ineptitude for such 
knowledge as cannot be so classed. 
Pure intellect is devoid of all 
morality. The will alone constructs 
values, determining good and evil 
in a purely arbitrary manner. The 
soul-life is a composite of the in- 
tellectual and emotional sides. In 
this way an equilibrium is main- 
tained. All great intellectual achieve- 
ments such as the work’of great 
artists, are possible because of the 


power that genius has, in a period 
of inspiration, to separate itself from 
the will. Pure knowledge exists be- 
yond good and evil. It forms no 
valuations: but the will forming or- 
bitrary conclusions, has its founda- 
tion in blind force. Thus all pre- 
judice and intolerance has its source 
in the will. No fair and impartial 
judgment can take place when such 
freedom is lacking.” 

THE NATURE OF MEDIUMSHIP 

July 31, 1928 - 

C. “You do not yet seem to realize 
that this form of sensitivity, which 
you consider peculiar to your friend, 
is common to many men. The great- 
est geniuses are endowed with the , 
same gift. In the earth life you are 
too prone to distinguish between 
concentration and passivity. Passivity, 
which is but another word for con- 
centration, is a mental state favor- 
able to the reception of thought. 
You have not yet removed from 
your mind the doubt that all 
thought is received. We would re- 
mind you of what has been said of 
the brain. This organ is utterly in- 
capable of thought, and is but a 
sensitive instrument which makes 
the reception of thought possible.” 

The communicators here sharply re- 
primanded G. for doubting the con- 
ception that all thought is received, 
and he 1eplied that if they, the com- 
municators, were in his place, they 
would be even more cautious about ac- 
cepting such messages at their face 
value. To this C. made the following 
rejoinder which explains a rather para- 
doxical position: 

C. “You are too credulous; and if you 
would weigh what we have already 
said to you, you would be less will- 
ing to believe and more ready to 
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doubt, some of the statements we 
have made. We mean by this that 
you have been far too willing to ac- 
cept authority.” 

This is wholesome doctrine and 
greatly to be commended to the at- 
tention of the many recipients of ‘dis- 
carnate knowledge’ who at the present 
day seem but too easily persuaded of 
the omniscience or infallibility of their 
own communicators. In a conversation 
ensuing, G made it clear that he un- 
derstood that he was not asked to ac- 
cept anything unless warranted by his 
own power of discrimination. To this, 
the communicator readily assented and 
his assent carries with it, naturally, the 
right of the recipient to select and to 
edit according to his intuitive convic- 
tion of right and truth, such material 
as may come through. 

C. “How could you otherwise hope to 
develop your powers of discrimina- 
tion? . . . You develop spiritually as 
you learn to know and to overcome 
the weaknesses of the will. As we 
have said, The Will is the Man.” 

LAW THE EXPRESSION OF POWER 

“All Power expresses itself in sys- 

tematic relation, which is Law: there- 

fore there is unlimited power but 

(it is not exercised) without certain 

limiting Principles which are its 

natural modes of expression .. . The 

Power which built the Universe 

must of necessity be unlimited; yet 

it is restrained through Natural 

Order.” 

G. “Is there any fixed criterion by which 

to judge of good and evil? 

C. “The criterion by which the prac- 
tical man judges good and evil has 
its foundation in the customs pre- 
vailing at the particular epoch in 
which he lives: these he arbitrarily 
believes to be correct. .... There 
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is indeed what may be called prac- 
tical morality; but does it not vary 
among iaces and social conditions? 
This is so, for indeed its whole con- 
vention is an arbitrary one, having 
basis only in its common acceptance 
among people .. . . The ideal State 
shall be reached when man has done 
away with all man-made laws.” 


G. recalled the injunction of Christ ‘Peace 


on earth, goodwill towards men’ and 

asked © whether this admonition 

possessed intrinsic moral qualities. 

C. “It but expresses the will of the 
Christ at the highest point of His 
development.” 


G. ‘Then, strictly speaking, the term 


‘morality’ has no meaning in fact?” 

C. “It has, on the contrary, a vast deal 
of meaning: but this meaning is a 
relative one, as you will in time un- 
derstand. You cannot, from your 
elevation, see the intimate relation- 
ship of things—the far-reaching con- 
sequences of causes and effects as 
we can see and understand them 
here. Thus, were all man-made laws 
instantly abolished, crime would not 
necessarily run rampant: but man, 
once left with some faith and hope 
in himself, would echo the words of 
Christ when He said ‘Peace on 
earth, goodwill towards men’. Mor- 
ality is that condition of mind and 
will which is conducive to the high- 
est spiritual progress.” 

THE TRANSMISSION OF THESE 

MESSAGES 
August 8, 1928 

C. “We have this to say in connection 
with our work. The nature of the 
style in which it was begun may not 
be adequate for our purpose: some 
crudities resulted through the spo- 
radic action in the sensitive’s brain. 
You cannot conceive of the com- 
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plicated system we operate. We can- 
not always know what course the 
translation of our ideas, as we im- 
press them upon the sensitive’s 
brain, will take. Often they are per- 
ceived in form pictures—and_ this 
is their natural mode of expression: 
and these pictures lose power in the 
process of their translation into the 
word images of your complex and 
somewhat bizarre system of lan- 
guage The sensitive receives 
our thought forms .... A word is 
nothing more nor less than a mus- 
cular action accompanied by a sen- 
sation or thought-symbol.” 

Am I correct in my deduction that 


there are a number on your side send- 
ing messages in unison?” 
=, c 


on 


“That is quite true; and you receive 

thought from those sources to which 
you are more nearly attuned” 
You do not yet understand the na- 
ture of these communications: as 
we have already said, it in no wise 
differs from that process by which 
all human thought is received. If 
may or may not be inspired ‘by dis- 
carnate intelligences.” 


SIMPLICITY OF A UNIVERSAL 


GC * 


MEDIUM OF THOUGHT 
I simply wanted to know because ot 


the enormous importance that psychic 
investigators attach to Telepathy. If 
Telepathy could be established beyond 
question, it might be a step towards 
the proof of the truth of communica- 
tion.” 

C. “This, of course, is quite true: but 


you have little conception of the 
difficulty to be met with in thought- 
transference other than that which 
is transferred from Universal Mind 
and which it is natural for every- 
one to receive. In our state, tele- 
pathy is a normal means of com- 


munication; but it is possible with 
yourselves only when the powerful 
waves flowing from Universal In- 
telligence are temporarily shut out; 
so that the mind, becoming blank, 
will respond to lesser waves. Thus 
you may see that, comparatively 
speaking, it is only in rare instances 


that telepathy has ever been accom- 
plished.” 


G. “Have we really been in touch with 
the Darwin group? 


C. “Any thought which you may have 


now, orf at any time, in common 
with Darwin—or with anyone else— 
brings you, at the moment such 
thought is received, into the presence 
of him with whom it agrees. Thus, 
like rays of light converging upon 
a common center, all minds come to- 
gether as one at that point in which 
they agree. . . . You have tapped a 
source of knowledge which may 
lead you to sublime heights. This 
depends upon the action of your 
wills. For all practical purposes you 
may consider yourselves in touch 
with the Darwin group. You do 
not, however, receive thought from 
Darwin any more than you receive 
thought from all who have passed 
on before. What you actually do is 
to meet Darwin and others upon 
common ground in reception of that 
thought which responds both to your 
own and to his mind, since these are 
synchronized at the time of recep- 
tion . . . We have, as we believe, 
carried you sufficiently far in this to 
do away with names and authority. 
We are stating to you certain ad- 
vanced truths. You have reached 
the very outpost of knowledge and 
are entering into an understanding 
of the universal processes of mental 
forces. That ego of which man is’ 
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so greatly proud, is nothing more 
than an illusion and has no existence 
whatever. You are but the sum and 
substance of the ome and the ail. 
Your make-up is the totality of 
Mind carnate or discarnate: your 
Being is all that is, and all is God.” 


G. “This must mean that a human being 
is but an expression of an Idea of the 
All?” 


C. “You are more than this; for the 


realization of what you are, if im- 
pressed upon the will, would give 
you unlimited power. You will find 
that you will progress spiritually in 
direct ratio to your ability to com- 
prehend this truth. Common sense 
if allowed full play, naturally leads 
one to the conclusion here formed 
that all minds converge as one ;— 
and this Oneness is God: for were 
not Shakspeare, Newton and Darwin 
once contained in the spiral nebula 
from which the planetary system was 
formed? Were they not then of the 
same substance? You will come to 
know some day that Shakspeare and 
Darwin are but names. Their separ- 
ate individualities constitute but the 
grossest of illusions.” 


A FORECAST OF THINGS TO COME 


November 9, 1928 


C. “Fortunate are you who live in this 


age of marvels. Do you know that 
the wonderful mechanical devices 
which have been perfected—the ap- 
plication of electrical energy to 
wider communication and more 
rapid transit, do but herald the 
dawn of a new age? The progress 
of the nineteenth century will be 
eclipsed by the wonderful strides to 
be made in the present one. You 
may live to see communication es- 
tablished between this world and 


your own, with as 
results as those of the communica- 
tions received over your radio de- 
vices. So soon as contact shall be 
established between your world and 
ours, all obstacles shall be removed 
from the path of man’s progress. 

“Systems of government shall be 
changed. Knowledge and_ enlight- 
enment shall prevail where once 
was darkness and despair. The con- 
ditions which now bind man in the 
fetters of a narrow commercialism 
will cease to exist. Man will take 
his place in the sun. 

“Thus far, however, civilization 
has been following a blind alley 
which, were it not for the channels 
of communication between _ this 
world and yours, would inevitably 
lead to ruin. The mad commercial- 
ism, the lust and greed for material 
gain has sprung from the selfishness 
of the human soul. When the heart 
becomes more generous, man will 
realize his folly—and will see that 
the vast commercial machine of 
which he forms a part, is but an 
unnatural and cramping monstrosity. 

“It is only a question of time 
when man shall tap a source of 
energy which will enable him to 
supply all his bodily needs. The 
great machines which idealistic souls 
have already invented to relieve his 
toilsome and irksome work have 
fallen into the selfish hands of his 
coarser fellows, who have utilized 
them for selfish ends. With the 
coming of this new source of energy 
and its application to the needs of 
man, the necessity for human labor 
will be greatly reduced so that, 
working upon short hour shifts, man 
may run his factories, greatly 
minimizing individual labor. Ample 
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time for leisure and reflection will 
then be had: time for the receiving 
of spiritual nutriment: and a money- 
mad world will become a matter for 
historians to look back upon with 
sympathy and understanding. Of 
course the world must be purified 
before these changes can come 
about. Proud man must be brought) 
to his knees in humility before the| 
dawn of this new day.” 
OBSOLETE TEACHINGS ON 
HUMAN LOVE 
The sitters discussed the topic of love 
between the sexes. One referred to 
Swedenborg’s ideas upon this subject. 
The following was given: 

C. “Cease, for you allow the obsolete 
ideas of Swedenborg to influence 
you. We would not have you mis- 
led regarding the value of soul- 
union. These mythical unions are 
based upon pagan teachings and 
have no place in the functions of 
true Christianity. Fraternal or bro- 
therly love is the end of spiritual ad- 
vancement. It is a selfish and per- 
sonal interest which too deeply binds 
certain couples together. The high- 
est end of soul-development is the 
love of man for mankind.” 

G.How is it possible to love one 
who is resentful ? 

C. “Forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. Such was the ex- 
ample of the Christ.” 

THE UNITY OF SCIENCE AND 

RELIGION 

In answer to a question by G. as to 
whether the communicator was a member 

of the Darwin group, C. said: 
“Yes. We have succeeded in link- 
ing together Science and Religion 
inextricably. They are not in any 
manner antagonistic, but are differ- 
ent phases of the same subject. 


There is no antagonism between 
Science and Religion; but there is 
much between Science and certain 
theological creeds arbitrarily formed 
in the minds of perverse thinkers. 
The doctrine of vicarious ‘atonement 
is pagan teaching. Much of the 
Bible is impure: but the New Testa- 
ment is less tarnished than the 
Old.” 

THE CLEANSING OF THE 

SUBCONSCIOUS MIND 


C.“One must learn to explore the 


depths of one’s unconscious mind 
in order to purge it of undesirable 
suggestions which are constantly 
surging upwards into the strata of 
the conscious thinking. It is surpris- ° 
ing how readily these ill spots in the 
psyche can be healed when once the 
right remedy is applied. One is able 
through passivity to attain the pro- 
per frame of mind for the experi- 
ment, with the will partially at rest 
and in abeyance. This is an ideal 
state for a form of introspection 
necessary for exploring the depths 
of the mind. Lurking in these re- 
gions are numerous antagonistic 
forces. Some of them are so deeply 
imbedded in the Unconscious that 
they may have remained there 
dormant through long periods of 
time. Through the power of positive 
suggestion these can be made to dis- 
appear as the snow before the warm 
rays of the sunshine. The explorer 
should find himself greatly stim- 
ulated and eager to continue the ex- 
periment; eventually arriving at a 
mental equilibrium and attaining 
that peace of mind which ‘passeth 
all understanding’. 
REACTION OF SPIRITUAL STRAIN 

“There is a law of reverse effort 
which may at first defeat the ends 
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of the explorer until he has learned 
how successfully to manipulate it to 
his own advantage. This law usual- 
ly asserts itself when the will is too 
forcibly exercised. ‘“To will or die” 
as the old saying goes, seldom works 
to one’s advantage. Set out then 
upon a task, one should, in order to 
see its accomplishment, exercise the 
will only in a moderate manner and 
by the application of positive and 
helpful suggestion, should advance 
a long way towards the successful 
exploration of the soul-life. You 
are entering into a vast field, a field 
so great that it may even at first 
prove awe-inspiring. Few experiences 
are more strange and harrowing 
than this exploration of the soul- 
life. Venture into the abysmal 
depths of your thought-life: study 
every phase of the ground and up- 
hold the old Eastern maxim “Know 
Thyself”. A word of warning here: 
we do not usually prescribe intro- 
spection of this sort as it can be 
greatly abused. But it is very con- 
structive when rightly applied. We 
simply advise that you be ever cau- 
tious, bearing always in mind the 
object of the exploration. It is of 
the morbid type of introspection that 
we would warn you. Idle dreaming 
can sink to almost unconscious 
levels: either as the result of certain 
nerve shocks which have resulted in 
complexes; or in the effort of some 
outside force to take control of the 
psyche. 


“As soon as you have perfected 
this technique you will find not only 
your psychic life improve but you 
will discern a favorable physical 
change, greatly increasing your well- 


being.” 


It is further explained that passivity 
and introspection do not expose the sen- 
sitive to the inroad of evil influence, since 
this can only occur when the will is ex- 
ercised in a permissive sense. In the same 
sitting there is given a definition of the 
divinity of Christ which may merit quo- 
tation: 

C. “Knowledge is Light and any great 
teacher is a source of illumination. We 
have not intended to give the impres- 
sion that Christ was more than a 
Master of spiritual insight or science 
of harmony. His claim to divinity is 
no more substantial than your own. 
The infinite outlook of Christ upon 
life in its many-sided phases over- 
shadows the dim and narrow outlook 
of mundane beings. . . The creeds of 
your fundamentalists are largely made 
up of half-truths. They too often con- 
found, because of their lack of depth, 
the true meaning of things. For ex- 
ample, conversion is truly essential to 
spiritual well-being and to the safe 
transition from your world into the 
next; but conversion cannot save one 
from eternal damnation—which is a 
fallacy, for it does not exist. It can 
simply expedite the passage from 
your world into the next. In many 
such conversions the soul is immediate- 
ly purged of its animal appetites. 


EARLY ESSAYS 


In the typescript record submitted to 
us by Mr. Glover, the first section of the 
communication—which carries us to the 
close of the year 1928—terminates with 
a series of short complete essays de- 
livered at various dates between July and 
November. In these the themes outlined 
in the foregoing records are elaborated 
and some new subject-matter introduced. 
The first in date (July 21, 1928) is a 
plea for the use of common sense in 
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philosophic thinking. We quote a por- 


tion: 


“The modern school of psycho- 


logists, who accord the brain the honor 
of being the seat of soul-life, overrun 
all bounds of common reason. The 
most abstruse problems of metaphysics 
and philosophy would become greatly 
simplified should they be viewed in 
the same light in which we view every- 
day affairs. Is the brain capable of 
thought? No more than that inorganic 
substance upon which it is dependent 
for support. Is it not folly to suppose 
such an organ capable of producing 
consciousness? The brain is only an 
instrument for the reception of thought. 
If those who promulgate such doctrines 
were less concerned about maintaining 
some arbitrary ground than they were 
to arrive at truth, they would cease to 
misinterpret facts, thereby avoiding 
many absurdities. Man shall come to 
know some time—and that time, we 
hope, is not far distant—that thought, 
like the air we breathe, is a common 
property, common to all. The brain 
is like a receiving set. Thus your mod- 
ern instrument, the radio, (which in- 
vention, let us remark parenthetically, 
Owes its very existence to the ingenuity 
of spirit scientists) forms a fair an- 
alogy. Your aerial is like the brain in 
that it is an instrument for the recep- 
tion of certain vibrations set up in the 
ether: while the dials, and the arbitrary 
manner in which they are operated, 
bear an analogy to the Will. 


Your scientists confuse thought with 
the vibrations which are set up by the 
mechanical changes constantly taking 
place in the brain. The intellectual 
capacity of an entity is determined by 
the sensitiveness and the receiving 
capacity of his brain: like, for ex- 


ample, certain athletes who, having a 
large lung capacity, are capable of 
taking deeper inhalations of air. In 
the same way, certain intellectual be- 
ings have a larger mental capacity or, 
to complete the analogy, are capable 
of receiving higher vibrations of 
thought. 


INTELLECT AS THE VEHICLE OF 
WILL 


“We have already remarked upon 
the fact that the will clothes itself in 
intellect. Thus all power of discrimina- 
tion is contained in the will... . Will 
is truly the inner self. It is blind force. 
You are prepared to see now that such 
force has its foundations in love: that 
it is identical with love: that the 
planets are held in relationship to the 
mother planet, the sun, not by the 
force which your scientists call gravita- 
tion, but by their own sympathetic re- 
lationship to that star”. . . “Love, to 
the man in the street (to use one of 
your phrases) has to do only with his 
petty affections; and in his personal at- 
tention to these he loses sight of its 
broader applicability in other respects. 
Is it not folly to confound the force 
which holds the planetary system to- 
gether with such petty nonsense? There 
is no single human action which does 
not spring from love. If the will is 
blind force, it is also true that it is 
blind love. The annals of knowledge 
contain numerous platitudes. Thus 
there is no truer saying than ‘Love is 
blind’; and yet the discoverers of this 
truism confine the limits of their vision 
to mere personal relationships. In 
other words, being aware only of the 
particular instance in which so far- 
reaching a principle should be applied, 
they allow the principle in its whole 
application to escape them.” 
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In this the communicator seems to 
touch the root-error of the Freudian sys- 
tem which would seek to mould a uni- 
versal principle into consonance with one 
only of its specific developments, namely 
the sexual urge of will. The foremost 
psychologists are of course rapidly dis- 
covering the absurdity of this fallacy, but 
it will take long to eradicate its subver- 
sive effects, since here we have a notable 
instance of the ‘blind will’ clothing it- 
self in a strong intellectual vehicle. 


ECONOMIC LAW AND THE TIME- 
SENSE 


“Another such platitude or half-truth 
is contained in your modern science of 
Economics which deals with the prin- 
ciples of supply and demand. By this 
law of supply and demand every de- 
mand, whatever it be, must 77” time be 
supplied. In the free state which is 
man’s natural right, Time is immaterial 
and such gratification as the will seeks 
to obtain is instantly realized. 

This results naturally because of an 
irrefutable and inevitable law and can 
therefore not, without error, be at- 
tributed to anything of a miraculous 
character. That which you call Time 
is nothing more than a division be- 
tween Cause and Effect and is a condi- 
tion or state of consciousness brought 
about by an act of the will. Should 
one develop his consciousness — suf- 
ficiently for this principle to be com- 
prehended he could, by an act of the 
will, rid his consciousness of Time 
and, in a manner unknown to you, 
bring instantly into existence or realiza- 


tion any desire his intellect might 
frame.” 


THE AIM OF THE WORLD-TRAVAIL 
Aug. 29, 1928 (extract) 

“If Man could bring himself to our 

elevation, the horizon of his views 
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would be sufficiently enlarged for him 
to form something of a true under- 
standing of the causal connections and 
relationships of things. The magnifi- 
cent panorama of titanic cosmic activi- 
ties would form themselves in grand 
parade before his vision. He would 
view things no longer as having rela- 
tionship to any one end, but would 
know once for all that in the inherent 
nature of the cosmos, heterogeneity is 
the ultimate aim. We postulate that 
the solution of the age-old teleological 


problem is Heterogeneous Develop- 
ment. 


“Let us examine the efficacy of such 
a theory. There are certain maxims— 
or verities—which have come down 
to you from time immemorial. These 
maxims, whilst they are fully accepted 
by the emotional side of _man—the 
heart—are ofttimes censored and final- 
ly rejected by the understanding.” 


The communicators of course refer to 
that large class of things intuitively 
realized but incapable of concrete demon- 
stration and therefore beyond the pro- 
vince of science to determine. They re- 
main matters of faith, and, as the com- 
municators point out, they continue to 
live and to shew permanent vitality in 
spite of the fact that Science finds no 
meaning in them. We continue our 
quotation: 


“Thus we have always heard that 
their existence depends not upon 
their ability to make way into the un- 
derstanding of men, but upon their 
power to be felt and expressed by the 
heart. This is so because scientists and 
critics limit themselves to certain work- 
ing hypotheses, whilst the heart, with 
its unbounded sympathy, elevates it- 
self to that plane whence things are 
viewed, not from any set boundary 

















DISCARNATE KNOWLEDGE 242 


lines or within any restricted limits, 
but are seen and understood in their 
entirety... . We are not so guillible as 
to suppose that scientists will agree 
with us here: but should they ridicule 
and denounce the entire contents of 
this work, this fact need not prevent 
us from saying that their a posteriorz 
methods often cause them voluntarily 
to commit the one unforgivable sin— 
denial or resistance of the Holy Ghost, 
which, in modern language, is but the 
resistance of divine wisdom or of the 
universal influx of knowledge. .. . We 
pronounce no disapproval of the 
Cartesian methods of scientific research. 
but we do call the attention of all 
thinking and feeling men to the ab- 
surdity of any view or method which, 
in the pursuit of knowledge, restricts 
its acquisition. 


INTUITIVE KNOWLEDGE AS AN 


EVOLUTIONARY FACTOR 


“Like the universal ethers, knowledge 
is everywhere; and the paths which 
lead to it are aS numerous as their 
followers. We cannot say that any one 
of these paths is to be preferred: for 
they appear as but straight avenues to 
certain definite goals; and, to attain 
these, we need but follow. That which 
is pre-requisite to all advancement 
whether it be physical or spiritual, is 
that same urge which is found in the 
amoeba or the animalcule and which 
is responsible for the development of 
the animal and vegetable kingdoms. 
There can be no progress without de- 
ire and such is known in the lowly 
forms of life as instinctive urge; the 
term ‘desire’ being, of course, restric- 
ted to thinking beings. 

“The spiritual desire or urge is 
known as aspiration. There is really 
no difference in principle of the three 


urges, their meaning being simply 
iimited to the condition of animal life 
in its various stages of advancement. 
Philosophers have long known the 
value of intuition. This cannot be ap- 
preciated too greatly; for it is the ef- 
fort of the will to reach up to the light 
of knowledge just as a tiny plant 
shoots up its branches, leaves, and 
foliage to the sun.” 


Sept. 3, 1928 


“There is no truer saying than that 
Knowledge is relative. Assume for the 
purpose of clarity that progress is un- 
limited. Knowledge is an aid to pro- 
gress: therefore it would logically fol- 
low that knowledge is also unbounded. . 
This is truly the case. 


Man. is no wiser than his spiritual 
advancement and he should not allow 
his vision to be obscured by a group 
of dogmatic minds. Knowledge shall 
cease to flow when once the brain of 
man has become so crystallised that it 
is no longer an adequate instrument 
for the reception of thought. The 
function of the will is for the purpose 
of focussing the receptive powers of 
the mind so that it is able to receive 
thought The brain is an in- 
strument which is so adjustable by a 
process of the will that it is able to re- 
spond to thought-waves which pervade 
all space, ail states and conditions. 
Thought is a property as much so as 
any property known to your chemists. 
The Ego is a composite of Mind and 
Will. Mind we designate as that 
knowledge which is received, sifted, 
and selected by the will and brain, 
through a process of discrimination. 
The Ego is an intermediary function of 
the mental and emotional processes, 
being a mere Point of Force—let us 
say, a sort of radio-activity—which is 
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not technically correct but which will 
aid you to understand. Such a force 
perishes of course with the disintegra- 
tion of the brain; and your scientists 
are quite correct in their assumption 
that the individual cannot survive 
bodily death.” 

This bald statement might well come 
as a shock to the reader, but of course 
the communicators are referring only to 
the limited expression of the individual 
personality which employs the physical 
vehicle, and this becomes apparent in 
what follows: the ‘Ego’ of which they 
speak is not the spiritual Self, but its 
temporal expression as an_ intellectual 
entity. 

“When the brain dies, the ‘ego’ like- 
wise dies; just as the flame of the 
candle upon which it depends for sub- 
stance no longer exists (when that sub- 
stance has been consumed). Your 
materialistic philosopher falls into the 
error, however, of not permitting his 
investigations to go beyond the mere 
study of what he supposes to be the 
material brain. Of the brain and its 
composition, says such a_ physiologist, 
there are, excluding the reflex action 
nerves of the vertebra, three parts: 
viz: oblongata, cerebellum, and cere- 
brum. What would be his astonish- 
ment if we should demonstrate to him 
that there are three—four—even a 
thousand other brains as surely of sub- 
stance! 

“There are a number of other brains, 
but they are of little use until the in- 
dividuality has been raised to those 
planes of existence on which they are 
needed. Without a brain organ, verily, 
the ego could not exist. But where 
your scientists err is in their presump- 
tion that there can exist but one brain 
which is purely physical. The delicate 
and complicated operations of the ner- 


vous system in tuning and focussing 
the brain for the reception of thought 
would be too technical a subject for 
us to treat of here: but we may say 
that its operation is threefold, as we 
shall presently point out. The will 
tunes in on thought-waves in the same 
manner that you operate the dials of 
a radio receiving set. Just as the op- 
eration of this radio set would be quite 
arbitrary with you,—you being able to 
tune in upon the desired station, 
shutting out the undesired ones,—so 
the emotional system which is wi/l, 
has full freedom of choice to receive 
only that thought which is agreeable 
to it and to shut out that which is not. 
The operation of the brain is negative. 
It is an organ which would be utterly 
without life were it not for the emo- 
tional sides of man or man’s will, 
which animates, controls and utilizes it 
in its sole capacity or function, which 
is the reception of thought. 

“The will is life: and so far as we 
know, it is the only thing that has be- 
ing. We see it in operation first in 
those microscopic organisms such as 
the amoebae and animalculae. Its 
functions there, as in the higher or- 
ganisms, is simply to gather to itself 
certain materials which it utilizes, 
vitalizes, and with which it builds it- 
self up from simple to more complex 
forms. In the amoeba the will is very 
limited in its action because it has not 
yet encountered sufficient stimuli to in- 
crease its scope. Its sole function at 
first is to draw to itself all available 
food particles, which it absorbs.” 


CONSCIOUSNESS: THE SUPRALIM- 


INAL AND SUBLIMINAL SELVES 
Nov. 21, 1928 

“As the progress of Science is from 

the known to the unknown, so it is 

with the development of human con- 





pce FF ie 


# 











ee 


atric ere 





DISCARNATE KNOWLEDGE 244 


sciousness. Through countless cen- 
turies, man has been slowly emerging 
out of darkness into light. The end 
of experience in conditioned life has 
been the chiselling of a finished pro- 
duct in man, who crowns the work of 
those laws and principles operating in 
Nature. Such principles are known -to 
us as Evolution: but, as we have said, 
this process is by no means confined 
to conditioned life but is a universal 
process, continuing on and on: and its 
final end is the development of the 
human soul. 


“Soul-life is a composite of Mind 
and Will: and consciousness, as you 
know it, is but a by-product of those 
ideas of subliminal depths which are 
continually surging upward into the 
supra-liminal stream. It is possible 
that this may account for the bewilder- 
ment of certain entities upon their 
transition from the earth state into 
this. 


THE CHANGE IN CONSCIOUSNESS 
AT DEATH 


“Immediately upon the transforma- 
tion, if such entities have lived normal 
lives, the small area of their men- 
tality—the supra-liminal self—becomes 
merged with those greater subliminal 
regions of the mind. It is the un- 
development of the subliminal con- 
sciousness which is responsible for 
earth-bound souls: the conscious mem- 
ory which they retain, being unable to 
function in spiritual realms, for a time 
dominates such beings and urges them 
back to the earth-conditions these being 
their proper sphere. The conscious 
memory of entities in the earth-life 
becomes a part of the unconscious here 
or, more accurately, becomes merged 
with the subliminal mind. This ac- 
counts for the great difficulties to be 


encountered in the efforts to link up 
this world with yours. Thus you see 
that, with us, the mental functions are 
reversed, the consciousness in this life 
becoming merged with that of the 
earth-life, causing us in many instances 
to lose all conscious memory of con- 
crete facts and experiences gathered in 
our sojourn there. Such difficulties be- 
come even more insurmountable when 
you consider how almost impossible it 
is for us to retain our memory of con- 
ditions here when once we _ have, 
through the utilization of psychic 
agencies, endeavored to merge our- 
selves into the conscious memory of 
the medium. This will, of course, ac- 
count for the numerous contradictions 
contained in psychic literature, together 
with the many absurdities which or- 
iginate in irresponsible minds. 


DELAYED AWAKENING OF THE 


SUBLIMINAL CONSCIOUSNESS 
IN SOME 


“In some instances it requires vast 
periods of time for an entity after un- 
dergoing transition to awaken into the 
full light of day. Often there are 
blind spots in the psyche of such an 
entity which are not adjusted to con- 
ditions here and which hold out tenaci- 
ously against treatment. Such entities 
are paying the penalty for lives ill- 
spent; and it is in accordance with 
natural law that they enter into this 
state of probation pending an adjust- 
ment of their innner being to new sur- 
roundings. . 


THE MASTERY OF THE SUBCON- 


SCIOUS 


“A hint to the wise is deemed suf- 
ficient: thus you who yet linger within 
the phenomenal world should bear in 
mind the importance of scientific en- 
quiry into the functions of mind and 
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consciousness. It is a great pity that 
Science and Religion cannot be con- 
joined in a single effort to achieve this 
end. Until this is accomplished, you 
cannot hope to gain a true understand- 
ing of conditions here. Religion and 
Science are responsible for countless 
half-truths. Such cannot become whole 
until these two great branches of 
human knowledge have become in- 
separably bound together. Each, as it 
were, is responsible but for half the 
chain. It is only when their two ends 
are inextricably linked together that 
knowledge will reach that rounded 
form which is complete and satisfying 
to the aspiring soul. . . . Metapsychics 
has opened up a vast domain for pains- 
taking scientific enquiry and it is here 
that the religio-scientific student will 
find a fertile field. One who possesses 
this combination of mind can, by the 
constant and persistent tilling of the 
soil, go far towards a true understand- 


ing of your life and of the life to 
come.” 


SOME INFERENCES FROM THIS 
ESSAY 


In stating that the consciousness of 
this life becomes merged atthe time of 
death with the sub-consciousness or un- 
conscious being of the other life, and 
vice versa, that the subliminal intelli- 
gence of the other life (which we do 
not consciously know here) is drawn into 
the unconscious region in the act of com- 
munion with our sphere, we may detect 
not only an apparently sound psycho- 
logical principle, but also a clear affinity 
with all that we can gather from the 
more lucid communications received from 
ether and independent sources. It is an 
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exceptional thing to find a man or 
woman able consciously to explore the 
depths of the subliminal part of thei 
being and so to link the impressions 
thence derived with the memory of the 
normal or objective consciousness as to 
be able to bring any clear interpretation 
of their subliminal experiences. In like 
manner, the average discarnate per- 
sonality may be supposed to possess but 
slight development of a power to enter 
into conscious participation with the life 
of earth or to retain full awareness of 
its transactions. Yet it would seem that 
in the process of our psychical evolution, 
some progressive unification of the two 
centrasted or supplementary modes of 
consciousness is slowly building itself 
in the racial and individual conscious- 
ness. And one of the first fruits of this 
new union of the powers of the human 
soul may be seen in the capacity of an 
increasing number to exercise that recep- 
tive faculty of which these communicators 
speak and become channels for the influx 
of creative imagination and the records 
of the racial memory and experience. 
The suggestion made in these communt- 
cations of an era soon to dawn in which 
communion between the incarnate and 
the discarnate will become a practical 
thing and a normal feature of human 
life, presupposes the development of a 
higher type of consciousness in which 
the awareness of the subliminal and the 
control of its powers will be added to 
the ordinary intellectual consciousness 
and will work in harmony with it. No 
greater privilege could be conceived than 
that foreshadowed by the mastery of the 
subliminal and the harnessing of its 
powers to the work of rebuilding our 
civilization upon lines of true knowledge. 
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IV 


\We continue our chronicle of these re- 
markable sittings. Readers are referred 
for the inception of the record to 
Psychic Research for April 1929, and for 
the statistical résumé of Eighteen sittings 
cited in that number, reference should 
be made to the same Journal for Novem- 
ber 1930. 

These eighteen sittings cover the period 
between March 1st, and July 26th, 1928. 
The record, as originally edited by Mr. 
]. Malcolm Bird, tabulates the results 
under Forty-one individual heads, each 
of which gives the name of a different 
control, and introduces certain supple- 
mentary names for verification. There 
is a certain overlapping of controls and 
name-references at successive sittings, 
and partly for this reason the present 
Editor felt it would be an advantage to 
readers to re-group the results in order 
of date, under the heading of Sittings I 
to XVIII. 

The percentage of verifications of the 
41 items was a matter of astonishment 
even at the time they were first obtained, 
and it is to the untiring energy and un- 
stinted time given by Mrs. Ernest Bige- 
low to the necessary inquiries and cor- 
tespondence that the extraordinary meas- 
ure of success was obtained. But that 
percentage has, as most of our readers 
know, been further increased by the re- 
ceipt_ of independent corroboration of 
other names, the verification of which 
was not possible to any one of the group, 
for lack of direction as to how or where 
to forward inquiries. 

The phenomenon of these communica- 
tons becomes more impressive as they 
are studied in detail and in the light of 


the circumstances attending their produc- 
tion. For here we have an amateur group 
of five ladies, quite outside all associa- 
tion with professional mediumship, who 
find themselves, much to their surprise, 
the recipients of a steady flow of first- 
rate evidence concerning persons utterly 
unknown to them, often long since de- 
ceased, and during their life time living 
at places obscure and remote, unvisited 
and unknown to the sitters. 

A JOINT STATEMENT BY FOUR 

SITTERS 

This statement, made immediately 
subsequent to the termination of the 
series ending in 1928, is needed for the 
scientific researcher in order that the 
record may have its full weight. We 
now give it verbatim from the original 
preserved at Hyslop House. 

Henrietta Ring; Margaret A. van Ant- 
werp; Hettie Rhoda Mead; and Helen T. 
Bigelow, do each for herself depose and 
say: 

(1) That they are, and each of them is, 
above the age of twenty-one, and a 
citizen and resident of the United 
States. 

(2) That they, and each of them, at- 
tended the sittings at which they are 
recorded as having been present in 
the record hereto annexed: 

(3) That they have read the record 
aforesaid and that the events and in- 
cidents therein recorded as having oc- 
curred during the sitting at which they 
are recorded as having been present, 
respectively did in fact occur and 
transpire in their presence in the 
manner therein set forth and that the 
aforesaid record correctly set forth the 
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occurrences at the said sittings: 


(4) That except as hereinafter specified, 
they have not, and none of them has, 
ever been at any of the localities, or 
known or heard of the persons pur- 
porting to have made or influenced the 
recitals conveyed to the sitters in the 
manner set forth in the said record. 
And that, to the best of their know- 
ledge and belief, the incidents purport- 
ing to have been communicated were 
wholly unknown to them, and to each 
of them; that the exceptions aforesaid 
are as follows: 

(a) The undersigned Hettie R. Mead 
at the age of fifteen years visited the 
town of Onset for a period of ten 
days: 

(b) Boston is known to 

Mrs. van Antwerp 
Mrs. Bigelow 


Miss Mead 
Mrs. Henrietta Ring 


(c) Old Deerfield—Mrs.Bigelow mo- 
tored through at least twenty years 
ago. Mrs. Ring stayed there one 
night. 


(d) That with the exception forego- 
ing, no one of the undersigned has 
ever been in any of the localities 
mentioned in the said record. 

MARGARET R. VAN ANTWERP 
HETTIE RHODA MEAD 

HELEN T. BIGELOW 
HENRIETTA RING 


Mrs. X. .. the fifth of the group of 
sitters, stated that she was unable for fami- 
ly reasons to sign the record, but attested 
all the facts to Mrs. Bigelow in a private 
letter. 





LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS 


THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE* 


The five sitters sat around a card-table, 
with fingers resting lightly upon it. They 
conversed and made no effort at com- 
munication. When a shaking of the 
table announced the presence of a con- 
trol, one of the party would spell through 
the alphabet, and a jerk would indicate 
the required letter. From the very first 
the announcement was made that it was 
intended that indisputable proofs of 
identity would be given. All the sitters 
seem to have subscribed mentally to this 
idea, and the consequent unity of inten- 


tion probably made for the success which 
followed. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE METHOD 


The usual process of spelling consecu- 
tive letters of the alphabet and recording 
each movement of the table in response 
to a certain letter is slow and often 
doubtful in accuracy. Very soon however 
after the first assembling of this group, 
it was observed that one of the number, 
Mrs. X. . . . was able almost unfailingly 
to register the right letter intended. The 
recognition seemed more intuitive than 
mechanical. A quickening of the spoken 
alphabet by no means made it less easy 
for her to interpret: on the contrary, it 
was soon apparent that the increase in 
speed of enunciation helped her material- 
ly. Very soon it was obvious that the 
greater the speed with which the letters 
were pronounced, the surer the record 
made by Mrs. X. ... 

This work. 


greatly facilitated the 


But the faculty developed by Mrs. X. . .. | 


could no longer be regarded as depend: 


ent upon a mere refinement of the normal | 
reaction to the motion of the table. Ith 
must be referred to an intuitive source} 
On frequent occasions the writer of the} 
present note has had opportunity of ob |” 


* Ref. p.206. Vol XXIII No. 4 (April 1929) 
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serving the process. Generally it would 
be Mrs. van Antwerp who would run 
through the alphabet in four seconds. 
There would be a slight twitching of the 
table during that time, but of so slight 
and indefinite a nature to the ordinary 
observer, that no sure correspondence 
with any letter would suggest itself. Mrs. 
ae however, would each time be 
able to give out one, two, or even as 
many as three letters which she had been 
successful in recording. At this rate, a 
great deal could be done in an hour's 
sitting. 


“ALPHABET MEDIUMSHIP” 


Mrs. X. .s gift may probably be 
classed as a type of cryptaesthesia, com- 
parable to the play of the intuitive facul- 
ties by the aid of any set of symbols with 
which the sensitive may happen to be 
familiarised by practice. In a general way 
it would be akin to the power of divina- 
tion, let us say, from a pack of Tarot 
cards: but perhaps a nearer analogy 
would be found in the use of the Outja 
Board by certain sensitives who will 
scurry over the letters at a speed far ex- 
ceeding that which would enable the ob- 
server to follow the movements of the 
pointer. We have been the spectator of 
the work of Mrs. Hester Dowden and 
have timed her work, finding an average 
of 3500 words per hour transmitted by 
the Ouija. There can of course be no 
comparison between this and the speed 
of the alphabet transmission which, to 
begin with must take twenty-six times as 
lon’, inasmuch as 26 letter-symbols have 
to be spelt out, usually, for every one 
letter recorded; and to this must be ad- 
ded the pauses between the repetitions 
of the alphabet for rest and for ques- 


tions. etc. 
The nearest approach within our own 
knowledge to the power shown by Mrs. 
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X. . is to be found in some of the 
platform work of “Patience Worth” 
when, instead of giving a poem or prose 
pasage verbatim, she will spell out its 
consecutive letters at an almost breathless 


speed. 


Places ang 


Sitting Names Circum- Unverifiable 
No. verifed. stances. Rela- names, ete, 
tionship. do. 
I. 4. — 

I. 2: a 
III. 2. 2. 

IV. (same as III) 

V. 4. 3 
VI. 5. 2 , a 4 
VIL. 2. 2 
VIII. 6. >. 

IX. 10. 6. 

X. 3. 1. a. 4. 
XI. 4. 4. 6. 4. 
XII. Bs 12. a 

XII. 4. 4. 
XIV. (no verification attempted) 
XV. 1. 2. 
XVI. 3. 2. 
XVII. 10. 9. 
XVIII. 1. 2. 
66. 58. tz. 9. 


Add unverified because of normal know- 
ledge suspected. 





VIII. 1. 1. 
XIV. 2. 1. 
VI. May 4. 2. 2. 
— 


The above list does not include some 
minor details verified; but contains a// 
the names, and the principal circum- 
stances. Out of a grand total of 154 
items, it is seen that 124 are fully 
verified, whilst of the remainder, 21 
remain unverifiable owing to lack of 
data of precision and the residuary 9 
have not been followed up for the 
reason given. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM OLD- 
TIME MEDIUMS 


At the XVIIth sitting, which took 
place on the 21st June, 1928 there were 
communications which purported to come 
from two or more persons associated 
with the spiritualistic movement some 
years ago. Neither of these were known 
to any of the sitters. In one case, that 
of Amy Stoddart Gray, it was more than 
two years before the verification came to 
hand through a casual reader of the 
Journal. In the other case, that of 
Carrie S. Twing of Onset, Mass., spirit- 
ualist lecturer and medium, it was pos- 
sible to authenticate both her name and 


the name of the place at which she pur- 


sued her calling. With her was as- 


sociated the name of the negro George 
Washington, who said he was employed 
to play the accordion at the spiritualistic 
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meetings at Onset and Lake Pleasant. 
The communicator Carrie Twing men- 
tioned the name of Frank Baxter the 
medium who, she affirmed, was injured 
in reputation by a lying message purport: 
ing to announce the death and cbituary 
notice of Abe Bunting, who was after- 
wards discoveved to be still living. 
Slarer, the medium, to whom reference 
was made as to these individuals, remem- 
bered Carrie Twine and stated that her 
description was correct. He also recalled 
the old negro George Washington. He 
could not remember Baxter, but this may 
be due to an error in the letter which 
Miss Mead addressed him as she seems 
to have written ‘Hiram’ Baxter instead 
of ‘Frank’. Some further information cn 
this interesting case is contained in 4 
letter from Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, 
Research Officer to the Boston S.P.R., ad- 
dressed to the Research Officer of the 
A.S.P.R., Mr. Malcolm Bird, as follows: 


THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR PSYCHIC RESEARCH 
346 Boston Street 
Boston, Mass. 


Mr. J. Maleolm Bird 

American Society for Psychical Research 
15 Lexington Avenue 

New York City 


Dear Mr. Bird: 


November 2fth, 1939 


Lately my eye fell upon page p29 of Psychic Research for April, 1929—the incident re 


lated by Carrie Twing the medium regarding J. Frank Baxter. 


After reading this I fell into: 


passive mood and Mr. Baxter himself professed to communicate. He tells me that Carrie meat 


well but evidently has a bad memory. 


He says that the man’s name - 
Abe Bunter; that he (Baxter) did not get the message purperting to ' 


as not Abe Bunting but 
from Bunting on the day 


that the obituary appeared in the morning, butthat he stated in the message that Bunter died 
in 1875, the fact being thaf in 1875 an obituary of Bunter did appear in a Williamstown news 


paper. 


He adds that the Springfield papers copied the death notice and told reminiscences 
about Bunter including the fact that he could split a plank by butting it with his head. 


Baxter 


says; “this was peculiarly embarrassing for me, because I told as a message from him about 


the ability to butt. 


On course I was not to blame, because a lying spirit informed me, and it is 


2 wicked slander that I got it from an old newspaper. 
“Furthermore, Carrie is wrong in saying that the incident ruined me. In fact I was at 


the beginning of my career then, and Thad a much more distinguished name after that date f 
than before, being 20 years thereafter one of the most noted platform message-givers in Amer — 
It was annoying to be bounced out of my job as a school teacher by the incident, but! Ff 


ica. 


made a great deal more money afterward in other ways. 


“Still again, Carrie is wrong when she says I was stout. I resent that insinuation extreme 
ly. I did have brown hair and blue eyes, and I also had a very fine side whiskers, which | 


think should be mentioned. 
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“And last, surely one would get from Carrie’s account the idea that the unfortunate in- 
cident referred to took place at Onset, whereas it was at Lake Pleasant. I could give the very 
date if I wished.” 

Altho Mx. Baxter did not give the date I am_ confident he could do it, so that you could 
look it up and see whether or not it made any “stir” and what the likelihood was of your finding 
anything about it in the index of the A.S.P.R. records. But this much I am sure of, that Mr. 
Baxter has here told the truth in every particular so far as he has gone into the matter. Is not 
this quite evidential considering that I was never at Lake Pleasant in my life? 











W.F.P./C.B.G. 


With this note we conclude our analysis of the 
series of sittings published in April, 1929. As al- 
ready noted, they cover a period of something under 
six months; from March 6th to July 6th, 1929. The 
four sections (Livre des Revenants I-IV) will be 
grouped as Part 1 of the complete series when re- 
printed in a single volume, as intended. 

We shall now break new ground in continuing the 










SITTING NO. XIX. 

Date, August 2nd, 1928 at 1165 Park 
Avenue, N. Y. C. (evening) 
Sitters, Mrs. X Mrs. Ring: Mrs. 
Bigelow: Mrs. van Antwerp: Miss Rhoda 

Meade. 
First Control 
“Who is john?” “Was he a Meridan 
man?” 
Q. (Can you give us his last name?) 
A. “BILLARD”’. 
Q. ‘Do you want us to ask something 
about John Billard ?’ 
A. "I want you to say that ALFRED 
came.” 
Q. ‘Can you give us your last name?’ 
A. “I want you to say that the price of 
coal does not concern me now.’ 
Q. ‘Were you in the coal business ?’ 


| &. “No” 


| Q ‘Were you a relation of Billard’s?’ 
SA. “No” 

| Q ‘Were you a friend of his?’ 

A. “Yes. A next-door neighbor.” 





LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS (VY) 


CHRONICLE OF RESEARCH GROUP 
(Mrs. Ernest Bigelow) 


Commencing Part II of the Complete Series 


Sincerely yours, 
Walter F. Prince. 


record of these very remarkable sittings. It is a 
matter for congratulation that a careful note of 
each one has been taken. There is no actual break 
in the sittings. These recommence on August 2nd, 
1929, just a week after the last recorded (No. 
XVIII). So we open Part II with Sitting No. XIX 


commencing with Section V in order to maintain 
our regular sequence in numbering our Journal in- 
stallments. 


Q. ‘Have you anything more to say?’ 
(N.B. Here the table gave a leap and 
fell into Mrs. Bigelow’s lap) 

Q. (by Mrs. Bigelow) “Were you con- 
nected with Bigelow Kennard?’ 

A. “Yes. My father-in-law” “You ask 
Billard what B & K were to him. I 
used to stop at Bellevue Hotel in Bos- 

ton.” 
Q. ‘With Mr. Billard?’ 
“No. I was a large man, with a 
daughter EVA.” 
Q. ‘Don’t you know your last name?’ 
A. “No” 
QO. ‘Is your daughter married ?’ 
A. “Yes 
Q. ‘Can you give her last name?’ 
A. “It began with ‘F’. I am thinking. I 
am groggy.” 
Q. ‘You mean that you can’t remem- 
ber ?” 
A. “Yes” 
Q. ‘Have you been over long?’ 
A. “Yes. My name commences with ‘B 


A. 
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A. ““¥es. 


Q. ‘Think some more and see if you 
can’t remember.’ 

(Here the table ceased its motion for a 

few seconds. ) 

Q. (by Miss Meade) ‘Did you know 
that I knew the Billards ?’ 

We used to talk about the im- 

possibility of anyone building between 

Billard and myself. I used to cry a 

great deal.” 

Q. “Were you in pain?’ 


A. “No” 


Q. “Were you in trouble?’ 


A. “No” 


Q. ‘Was it weakness?’ 

A. “Yes. I used to be high-cock-a-lorum”’ 
Q. ‘In Meriden?’ 

A. “No. When I went to Boston.” 

Q. ‘Can you tell us in what way?’ 


A. “Yes. At B.K. and Co.” 
Q. ‘Did you know anything of the 
partners ?’ 
A. “All of them. I was equally in- 


terested in Shrieve, Crump and Low.” 
Q. ‘How long ago was this?’ 

A. “I am having a groggy attack. I think 
the second letter in my name is ‘A’” 
Q. ‘Then it is ‘B.A’? 


A. “Yes” 
A. “No” 
A. “Yes” 


A. “No. I went to Providence from Bos. 
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Q. ‘Did you leave a widow?’ 
Q. ‘Your wife died first?’ 
Q. ‘Are you with her now?’ 


ton. Was there a BROWN in BK. 
and Co. ?” 
Q. ‘Do you mean, as a partner? 

A. “No” 

(Here the table sounded three big taps 

on the top.) 

Note. The rest of Sitting XIX introduce 
other personalities. These will be 
recorded under heads XIX a. XIX 
b. and so forth. Where im 
portant verifications have been ob- 
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ment 
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tained, the communications will be 
grouped together in this manner 
from various sittings as this plao 
will be far more satisfactory t 
the reader of these records. We 
pass therefore to Sitting Xi 
(August 10th) for the comple 
tion of the Alfred Barker ev: 
dence. 


SITTING NO. XxX. 


August 10th, 1928. Present Mrs. X... . 
and Mrs. van Antwerp. 


First Control 

“ALFRED” 

Q. ‘Are you the same Alfred who 
came to the circle on the 2nd?’ 

A. “Yes. My friend was the Railroad 

Billard.” 

Q. ‘Then he was not the Billard who 
was in the coal business?” 

A. “No” 
Q. ‘Can you explain the remark you 

made about the price of coal?’ 

A. “Yes. I was extremely nervous dur- 
ing my last years and the price of coal 
worried me terribly.” 


Q. ‘Is the Billard you know still o 

the earth so that we can prove this’ 
A. “TI don't know.” 

Q. ‘What did you mean the other dij 
by the expression ‘high-cock# 
lorum’ ?’ 

A. “I sold Bigelow Kinnaird goods.” 

Q. ‘And that made you popular wit! 
them ?’ 

A. “Yes” 

Q. ‘Won't you try to give us your las 
name ?’ 

A. “Suppose you were at a summer © 
sort and the men in front called the! 
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wares or tried to attract you inside; writing was very fine and that he had 
what would you call them?" known Barker and Billard had given 
Q. ‘Fakirs?? A. “No” the name Edward West. He said that 
Q. “Vendors?” A “No” he was a member of the Winthrop 
Q. ‘Barkers ?” Club.) 
A. “Yes, yes’ (Here the movements of A. “Yes” 
Bos. the table indicated the greatest excite- Q. ‘Will you say something about 
BK— ment). him ?” 
Q. ‘Then your name is Alfred Barker?’ A. “He passed away about 30 years ago.” 
A. “Yes. I know my daughter’s name. It Q. ‘Was he a member of the Winth- 
is Finnigan.” rop Club?’ 
Q. ‘Mrs. Eva Finnigan?’ A. “Ye” 
taps Yes” Q. ‘Was the handwriting of West 
Q. ‘Mr. Barker, did you know Edward peculiar ?’ 
lucesf = West?” A. “It was most perfect. Looked like 
Il bef(Note. A control. who had _ previously script in engraving. I was very genial 
XIX§ come through, saying that his hand- in my days of health.” 
ve (end of sitting XX.) 
wie VERIFICATION OF THE ALFRED 
a BARKER CONTROL 
an 
bs jp Some days after the sitting of August LIST OF QUERIES ANSWERED 
“Weg 10th, Mrs. Bigelow got in touch with Mr. (Essential data in the Alfred Barker case) 
xx Alanson Bigelow Jr., of the firm of Bige- 1. Friend of John Billard? 
ple low Kinnaird & Co., Inc. of Boston and A. Yes. 
ey pteceived from him the following letter 2. Lived opposite or next door? 
dated by postmark August 27th, together A. Yes. 
with answers to a typed list of queries 3. Used to discuss building between 
which she had sent for verification, as houses ? 
here given: A. Yes. 
Dear Helen. 4. Had a daughter EVA? 
ill on Both Glover and myself remember A. Yes. 
this‘f Barker of Meriden. We think he *5. Who married a mannamed Finnigan? 
travelled for Wilcox, but it isso long A. Yes. * 
er dij ago that we are not sure. *6. Sold goods to Bigelow & Kinnaird 
‘ock-t Walter Brown was the buyer who and to Shrieve, Crump and Low? 
was with us for years and would have’ A. Yes. 
s. J bought from Barker. He was a gentle 7. Stayed at Bellevue Hotel, in Boston? 
; wit and well-loved member of the force, A. Yes. 
but died years ago. 8. Went from there to Providence? 
Always sincerely, A. Yes. 
ur Las ALANSON BIGELOW, Jr. *O. Knew Edward West? 
ret to sitting Aug. 10th. A. I don’t know.* 
rer fe 
1 thet 














INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


By HARRY PRICE 
(Series Sixty-nine). 


There appears to be considerable 
activity amongst Continental psychic 
societies at the time of writing. In Paris, 
especially, important work is being done 
at the Institut Métapsychique by Dr. 
Eugéne Osty and his son M. Marcel Osty, 
an engineer. 


When Dr. Osty visited London and 
participated in our experiments with 
Rudi Schneider, he was so impressed 
with the phenomena that he decided to 
invite Rudi to Paris for a prolonged visit. 
Readers of these Noses will remember 
that early this year I recorded the fact 
that Rudi was under experimentation in 
Paris and was producing phenomena 
similar to that observed in London. 


But Dr. Osty has concentrated not so 
much on the physical manifestations, but 
on the psychic emanations which he de- 
clares to be composed of a_ substance 
“invisible and non-photographable.” For 
instance, this substance appears to be im- 
permeable to certain known wave-lengths 
in the infra-red (invisible) end of the 
spectrum. These rays were either stopped 
or deflected by this intangible psychic 
substance, which can be controlled by the 
medium in the trance state. 

Dr. Osty intends to pursue his inquiry 
into the nature of this substance which 
he considers is a base of departure for 
the elucidation of that psychic ‘‘some- 
thing” which is exuded by physical (and 
probably mental) mediums. His experi- 
ments will be watched with interest, es- 
pecially as they confirm the phenomena 
witnessed at the National Laboratory ex- 
periments. A preliminary report concern- 
ing Dr. Osty’s work is printed in the 
Revue Métapsychique for Nov.-Dec. 


1930, p.471. 

The experiments recorded above have 
been made possible by the magnificent 
installation which has been completed 
recently at a cost of over two thousand 
pounds. One of the principal functions 
of the equipment is to photograph auto- 
matically physical phenomena—such as 
materialisations, telekinetic movements, 
etc. I will give a brief account of the 
working of the installation. 


In the first place, a special structure 
has been erected for the installation. It 
is in two stories, the upper of which 
contains eight powerful mercury-vapour 
lamps for producing the ultra-violet rays 
by means of which the photographs are 
actually taken. These lamps are placed 
near the floor of the upper chamber. 

In the ceiling of the lower chamber 
(i. e. the floor of the upper) are eight 
aluminium shutters, on light springs, 
which can be opened and closed auto- 
matically by means of electro-magnetic 
coils. The eight ultra-violet lamps are 
fixed just behind these shutters which are 
normally in the closed position. These, 
with the necessary transformers, complete 
the ultra-violet installation. 

In an ante-room to the lower chamber 
(the séance room proper) is an installa- 
tion for producing infra-red (invisible) 
rays. Also, in the wall of this ante- 
room, and pointing into the séance room 
is a camera with a lens working at the 
large aperture of f. 2. The lens is of 
special glass which allows most of the 
ultra-violet rays to pass through and the 
optical portion has been computed s0 
that it functions best when rays of 4 
certain wave-length pass through it. 
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The infra-red ray installation is con- 
nected with a photoelectric cell coupled 
up to the niechanism which not only 
simultaneously opens the eight shutters 
in the ceiling of the séance room, but is 
also synchronised to release the shutter of 
the camera pointing into the séance 
room. 

The invisible infra-red ray is, by means 
of mirrors, reflected zig-zag across the 
scance room. ‘These mirrors can be 
placed in any position and the invisible 
ray led in any direction. An object inter- 
fering with the path of this ray in- 
stantaneously actuates the photo-electric 
cell which promptly starts the mechanism 
which opens and closes the eight shutters, 
admitting the ultra-violet rays to the 
scance room, at the same time simul- 
taneously opening the shutter of the 
camera which secures a photograph of 
the “foreign beady” which obstructed the 
path of the infra-red invisible ray. When 
the obstruction is removed, the roof 
shutters automatically close and the room 
is dark again. 

In practice, the séance would com- 
mence in total darkness. Immediately a 
pseudopod or other object obstructed or 
came in the path of the infra-red ray the 
scance room would be instantaneously 
flooded with a pale bluish light like 
moonlight, and a good photograph of 
the pseudopod secured. Then everything 
would be dark again. I have seen some 
excellent photographs taken in 1/30th 
of a second, and a cinematograph film 
produced with the same exposure. I have 
spoken to several mediums concerning 
this installation and they all welcome it. 
It is so much cleaner and quicker than 
the magnesium flash-light and the 


/pseudopods automatically photograph 


‘themselves. The Institut is to be con- 


tatulaced upon the possession of such 
4 Valuable equipment. 


4 


The photo-electric cell and infra-red 
ray have been employed in London ir 
many ways similar to that described 
above. For example, a large restaurant 
has so arranged it that their dishladen 
waitresses, on reaching a certain spot, 
obstruct the ray and the door to the 
kitchen automatically opens, closing im- 
mediately the portal has been passed. 
The treasures at the recent Persian Art 
Exhibition were guarded by the same 
means, the photo-electric cell activating 
a number of alarm bells when an out- 
stretched arm obstructed the path of the 
invisible ray. 

* eK OK OX 

Professor Dr. D. Walter, our Graz 
correspondent, sends me an account of 
the poltergeist medium of Eggenberg (a 
suburb of Graz), Frieda Weisl. The 
Austrian §.P.R. at Vienna is experiment- 
ing with her and I am anxious to hear 
the result of the tests. 

Professor Walter informs me that Frau 
Silbert is still giving séances at Graz and 
has invited me to again visit this med- 
ium. I was in Graz in 1925 and had 
some extremely interesting experiences 
with Frau Silbert, an account of which 
appeared in this journal.! Two members 
of the A.S.P.R. (Mr. Joseph De Wyckoff 
and Mr. Roy Holmyard) accompanied 
me. Professor Dr. Franz Haslinger of 
Graz has particularly interested himself 
in Frau Silbert and has obtained some 
remarkable results under excellent con- 
ditions. Professor Haslinger recently 
wrote me, giving an interesting account 
of the psychic movement in Austria. Both 
the Graz and Vienna societies are flour- 
ishing, but money is so ‘tight’ that little 
can be done in the way of publication. 

* ee OK * 

I have just received a very long and 

amusing letter from our Munich cor- 


1. For May, 1926, pp.265 ff. 








255 


respondent, Fraulein Dr. Gerda Walther, 
giving me a graphic account of the ad- 
ventures of Herr Gubisch, a gentleman 
who is touring Germany “exposing” the 
work of the late Baron von Schrenck- 
Notzing and reproducing the Schneider 
phenomena. I first heard of Gubisch a 
few months ago from another of the 
Laboratory's correspondents, Dr. vor 
Mohr, when I visited Gé6ttingen, in 
which town the vaudeville artist appears 
to have created a sensation. 

Gubisch pretends to reproduce the 
Schneider phenomena “under the same 
conditions” (the hackneyed phrase of the 
conjurer for the last eighty years, and 
never yet realised with any first-class 
medium) and Dr. Walther sends me a 
diverting account of this young man’s 
entertainment when he had the temerity 
to “open” in Munich. 

Gublisch has a “huge black chamber’’ 
(the Schneiders use any pair of curtains 
slung across a corner of a room: Gubisch 
made a bad start with his “identical 
conditions”!) on the stage, in which was 
a small table supporting a red lamp. On 
the right he placed a cage, to represent 
Schrenck’s controlling cage as used with 
Willi Schneider. An opening in this cage 
was ‘quite near the ground” (in 
Schrenck’s cage the aperture was 85 cm. 
above the ground). After the ‘cabinet’ 
had been inspected by ‘‘a gentleman in 
the audience’, Gubisch introduced the 
‘medium’, a man in black tights and 
wearing a mask. 

The assistant was placed in the cage, 
with his arms and hands outside, where 
they were controlled by one of the 
audience. As Dr. Walther points out, 
the ‘‘medium’s’” head, complete with 
mark, was iside the cage, whereas 
Willi’s was always outside. Of course 
the mask could contain a dozen con- 
trivances for producing “phenomena.” 
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Effects associated with the Schneider 
boys were then produced. A musical 
box stopped and started to order, an ef. 
fect (as Dr. Walther shrewdly guessed) 
that can be produced by having a dup. 
licate box in the wings; bells moved, 
etc., etc. 

I will not weary the reader by detail- 
ing Gubisch’s programme, which was an 
ordinary vaudeville conjuring entertain- 
ment in a pseudo-psychic dress. I want 
merely to emphasise the silliness of these 
conjurers pretending to duplicate stringent 
séance conditions. No one knows better 
than Gubisch that his ‘conditions’ (two 
persons, one uncontrolled, both unex: 
amined; special lighting effects, assistance 
of stage-hands and mechanical traps, his 
own special cabinet, etc.) are no more 
like those of a psychic laboratory than 
chalk is to cheese. I have a shrewd sus- 
picion that Gubisch cribbed the idea of 
his vaudeville Schneider entertainment 
from young Maskelyne’s ‘‘Olga’’ illusion, 
in which there were some six assistants, 
a mechanical stage, a mechanical cabinet 
—and an unlimited amount of pseudo- 
psychic jargon. And all this in order to 
produce a bottle of alleged whiskey and 
a roll of chiffon out of a previously-ex- 
amined ‘“‘empty” box! Isn’t it pathetic? 
The reader will remember that at the end 
of his own entertainment I publicly of- 
fered, from the stage, £250 if young 
Maskelyne would produce one single ef- 
fect under the conditions we were then 
imposing on Rudi. Needless to say, he 
refused. Through Dr. Walther I offered 
to pay Gubisch the entire expenses of 
a trip to England if he, too, could pro- 
duce phenomena under the Laboratory's 
electrical control. So far I have heard 


nothing. The observant student of these 
pseudo-psychic entertainments will notice 
that never, by any chance, does the pet- 
former attempt to simulate such physio- 
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logical phenomena as changing the pulse- 
rate, altering the body temperature, dup- 
licating the clonic trance movements— 
all of which are frequently witnessed 
through the Schneider boys. I have never 
yet seen a conjurer attempt to lower the 
temperature of a  séance-room—surely 
an easy feat if one can take the claims 
of these gentry seriously. 

* eK OK * 

Talking of séance-rooms, at the Na- 
tional Laboratory there is about to be 
equipped a control room in which all 
the séance room lights, music, and _ re- 
cording apparatus will be manipulated. 
The presence of a secretary or note-taker 
in a circle is always an embarrassment 
and is sometimes apt to lessen the value 
of a report. In the case of our Rudi ex- 
periments we put our note-taker and 
dictaphone behind a mosquito net. This 
was quite satisfactory, but divided the 
toom into two portions, which was a 
nuisance. In future, all the lights will 
be worked from another room; the 
gramophone or other music will be 
started and stopped electrically; and the 
dictaphone will be used by a secretary, 
sitting at her ease in a good light. She 
will have a switch-board and rheostats 
before her, and instructions from the 
circle will, of course, be made telephonic- 
ally. The leader of the circle will wear 
head-phones as used by exchange oper- 
ators, and a similar instrument will be 
used by the note-taker as she sits at the 
dictaphone. This system will be more 
comfortable for her; it will save a lot 
of groping about in the semi-darkness; 
and will meet the sceptic’s argument that 
the note-taker is “uncontrolled.” 

* eK OK OX 

Mr. David Gow, editor of Light (Lon- 
don) for the past seventeen years has 
fesigned his post, his editorship of this 
Paper having ceased on April 20th. 
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Captain Neil Gow, who has been closely 
associated with his father for the past 
five years, also terminated his connection 
with the paper on the same date. Al- 
though Mr. Gow’s delightful personality 
will be much missed, he will occasionally 
contribute leading articles, etc. to Light. 
Mr. George H. Lethem (a gentleman in- 
troduced by Mr. Ernest W. Oaten of the 
Two Worlds), a well-known spiritualist, 
and late editor of the Leeds Mercury has 
ben appointed in Mr. Gow’s stead. 
ee OK KX 

A few months ago I described the 
mediumship of Pearl Judd, of Christ- 
church, New Zealand, and mentioned the 
book (The Blue Room) in which her 
uncle, Mr. Clive Chapman, describes the 
very extraordinary voice phenomena al- 
leged to have occurred. 

I have now received a long letter from 
Mr. Chapman in which he states that he 
has constructed a machine that will take 
the place of the human medium, and 
that the direct voice has been heard by 
its means. Details of the instrument 
have not been divulged as it is still in 
its experimental stage. 

* * RK OX 

Mention of Mr. Chapman’s “voice 
machine’ reminds me that there was 
tried in England recently a machine 
which registers the various wave-lengths 
radiated by burial minerals, water, etc. 
It is stated that different wave-lengths 
have been detected for gold, iron, cop- 
per, etc., and that water causes a pro- 
nounced reaction different from that of 
the minerals. It looks as if the secret of 
the water—and other diviners is merely 
the ability of certain individuals to react | 
(subconsciously) to certain wave-lengths 
emanating from the earth. 

ke OR ROX 

The repudiation of the Church in 

Spain, as officially announced by the new 
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President of the Spanish republic will be 
beneficial to psychical research, | am in- 
formed. From henceforth, all faiths and 
beliefs will be equally tolerated and al- 
ready the Madrid spiritualists have met 
in order to draw up plans for disseminat- 
ing propaganda. 
ee KOK OX 

Dr. Henry Hollen, of Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia, objects to my calling the work 
of his wife “automatic writing’.* He 
says: “Mrs. Hollen’s is a case of thought 
transmission by way of mind, or com- 
munication from the super-physical world 
to the physical, in which the thought or 
thought-form is transferred to the brain 
and thus given expression in writing or 
articulate speech.” I gladly make the 
above correction. 

xk KOK OX 

The group at Ziirich which is experi- 
menting with Oskar Schlag reports con- 
siderable progress. Professor Dr. Eugen 
Bleuler and his friends are obtaining 
phenomena under excellent conditions 
and I hope shortly to avail myself of 
Dr. Bleuler’s kind invitation to partici- 
pate in some séances. 

koe KOR OX 

I have just received a most interesting 
letter from Mr. H. L. Williams, a retired 
magistrate from the Punjab and now 
living at Norfolk Island in the South 
Pacific. 

Mr. Williams’ letter is apropos of 
some remarks I made somewhere about 
the mediumship of Charles Bailey, the 
Australian apport medium, and Mrs. 
Mellon. Both of these psychics have been 
exposed in the past, but my corre- 
spondent declares that Bailey is genuine 
and has been producing the most extra- 
ordinary apports for forty years. Month 
by month during this long period he has 
produced such objects as ‘‘a Saracen hel- 
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met of scale armour’, each scale (3,000 
of them) a silver coin with inscription; 
“30 to 40 Chinese carved figures in ivory 
of exquisite workmanship and draped in 
silk arranged to represent a royal court’; 
a “complete mandarin’s robe” which a 
friend of Mr. Williams saw fall from 
the ceiling; live birds (some in cages) 
unknown in Australia, and including In- 
dian jungle sparrows; Babylonian cun: 
form tablets, some large enough to be 
used as paper-weights; Punic tablets; 
faience figures from Egypt; cut and 
polished stones and coins; coins in gold, 
silver, and copper with inscriptions in 
Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic; plaster cast: 
of hands and feet of adults and childrer 
“obtained from  materialisations’, etc. 
Mr. Williams says that half the homes 
of Sydney are stocked with these apports. 

My correspondent admits that the 
“Sydney man-in-the-street declares that 
Bailey makes these things in his back: 
yard” which I agree is manifestly absurd 
Bailey charges only a small fee for his 
séances and it is argued that his income 
would not permit his either buying o1 
manufacturing these apports. 

Mr. Williams’ experience in criminil 
investigation has, he informs me, bees 
brought to bear on the strange case of 
Bailey whom he declares genuine. | 
willingly publish this 
evidence. I was surprised to hear that 
Bailey (who must now be getting on it 
years) holds a séance daily. 

Concerning Ms. Mellon, my informant 
says: “As regards her, Dr. Haworth, ? 
well-known doctor of Port Darwin, hai 


testified before me that at Melbourne, 1f 


the presence of leading and professional 


men, he saw many times a spot of mish 


on the carpet which rose into a column 
out of which stepped a completely em 
bodied human being who was recognised 
As a police official, I would put M:. 
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Bailey's and Mrs. Mellon’s cases before 
hostile judges with perfect confidence. . . 
Sir William Windeyer, chief judge, and 
Alfred Deakin, Prime Minister of Aus- 
tralia, were convinced that Mrs. Mellon 
was genuine.’ This may be true, but 
a crushing “exposure”’® (which Mr. 
Williams omits to mention) stands to 
her discredit. 
xk OR OK OK 


Lord Sands. K.C., D.D., LL.D. one of 
the great Scottish law lords and President 
of the National Laboratory of Psychical 
Research has been engaged upon writing 
up some of the lesser-known Scottish his- 
torical mysteries, especially those with 
a psychic interest, and his book* has just 
appeared. The stories make delightful 
reading and are founded on fact. Lord 
Sands, as one of the Senators of the Col- 
lege of Justice in Scotland, is in an unique 
position in having access to original docu- 
ments and full use has been made of 
these. 

“Kinlochmoidart’s Dirk” is a story of 
how, in 1777, the execution of Donald 
Macdonald of Kinloch Moidart was 
avenved by his faithful servant and clans- 
man, Angus Macdonald. Kinlochmoid- 
art, with one attendant, was in 1745, 
on his way south to join Prince Charles 


‘when he was treacherously betrayed to 


the enemy by another Kinloch Moidart 


»man, Duncan Dhu, who had deserted. 


After his arrest he managed to convey 
his dirk to his attendant, who had been 
teleased: Angus Macdonald vowed to 
avence his chief. 

For thirty-two years Angus Macdonald 


shunts his quarry and runs him to earth 


near Tobermory. Duncan Dhu (now 


*. “Spookland’! by Thomas Shekleton 


Henry, 
1894 (reprinted Chicago, 1902). 


See also A 


'. Kinlochmoidart’s Dirk and Other Tales, 1931, 
1 Blackwood & Sons, Ltd., Edinburgh & Lon- 
net. 


258 


known as Hamish Gow) is found dead 
in a burn with Kinlochmoidart’s dirk 
through his heart. 

The psychic interest of this true story 
is that Duncan’s death was made known 
through the wonderful “‘second sight’ of 
Janet Cameron, a local wise woman, 
who clairvoyantly found the body. 

There are several other tales of 
Scottish life and legends, some of them 
dealing with supernatural powers. ‘‘Riz- 
zio” is a story which describes how the 
ghost of David Rizzio, Mary, queen of 
Scots’ Italian secretary (who was as- 
sassinated by the earls of Morton and 
Lindsay at Holyrood Palace in 1566) 
recently visited the Palace and was seen 
duriny the General Assembly of the 
Church which was then in progress. Lord 
Sands has produced one of the most en- 
tertaining books I have ever read. 

* ok KOK OK 

Mrs. Hamilton, the materialising med- 
ium of Chesterfield, Indiana, has been 
visiting London with her husband, under 
the auspices of the Marylebone Spiritualist 
Association and the British College. I 
understand that. she gave one séance only 
(which was negative) immediately after 
which she returned to the States, owing 
to ill-health. 

* ok OR KF 

Mr. Aidous Huxley has joined the 
ranks of the dramatists and his first at- 
tempt has for its theme the séance room 
and a more-or-less genuine medium. The 
title is “The World of Light,” and the 
play opened at the Royalty Theatre on 
March 30th. 

The story is a simple one and con- 
cerns an elderly accountant named 
Wenham who has become interested in 
spiritualism—in fact he writes a book, 
(of which 16,000 copies are sold, at a 
guinea each; this is one of the best jokes 
in the play!) dealing with the communi- 
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cations received through his dead son, 
Hugo. But his son is not dead and sud- 
denly, in the middle of a séance, he ar- 
rives in the flesh to the consternation of 
all concerned. The “‘surprise item” of 
this story is that Hugo does not denounce 
the medium as a humbug. On the con- 
trary, the son declares that he has been 
in telepathic communication with the 
medium, and that there is no need for 
his father to withdraw the book. He de- 
clares that the messages might still have 
been genuine. 

It is a curious play and although the 
plot is simple, the dialogue—naturally— 
is brilliant. Mr. Huxley confesses to hav- 
ing attended a few séances (it is curious 
I had never heard of this) and his per- 
sonal view concerning spiritualism is that 
the phenomena are genuine, but not 
necessarily of spirit origin—which is the 
opinion of the writer. 

I do not know whether the author re- 
ceived any assistance from his brother, 
Professor Julian Huxley (an advanced 
student of psychics, with whom I have 
sat at many occasions) but the technique 
of the séance (the phenomena included 
the playing of a luminous concertina) 
was good. The play was well received 
by the press. 

x kK OK 

If spiritualism has been badly treated 
by Parliament recently, it has made a 
noted convert in the person of Mr. Fred 
Montague, M.P., Under-Secretary of 
State for Air who has just publicly de- 
clared his belief in the phenomena of 
the séance room and is inclined to ac- 
cept the spirit hypothesis. 

I knew Mr. Montague many years ago 
when he was neither an M.P. nor a 
spiritualist, but an amateur conjurer. Like 
myself, he discovered phenomena that 
could not be duplicated by normal 
means. Today he is a Vice-President of 
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the Magicians’ Club, an honour which 
he shares with Mr. Hannen Swaffer and 
the present writer. Mr. Will Goldston, 
the founder of the club, is a very old 
spiritualist. The rank and file of the 
British conjuring fraternity do not know 
what to make of it all! 

On March 29th Mr. Montague spoke 
at the Queen’s Hall, at the service of the 
Maryleborne Spiritualist Association— 
and I cannot recall any previous occasion 
on which a Minister of the Crown has 
spoken on behalf of such a subject. 

x eK OK 

The Scottish Psychical Society was for- 
tunate in hearing such a gifted lecturer 
as its secretary, Mrs. Saintsbury, who in- 
troduced a discussion on the proposition 
“that continuation of life is not desir- 
able on a basis similar to that on earth 
in regard to interest and efforts’ at the 
usual weekly meeting on March 24th. 
The lecturer said that during the past 
twenty years we had been flooded with 
messages and communications purporting 
to describe life on the other side of the veil, 
and most of these seemed to prove beyond 
doubt that conditions in other spheres 
were on a similar basis, though differing 
in detail and degree from those of earth 
life. These communications seemed to 
deal only with the sphere just ahead of 
our own. Occasionally we were given 
a glimpse of something higher and more 
distinct, but messages could only be 
framed in language and thought suited 
to our comprehension. Men and women 
were demanding to know what happened 
on the other side of life. They were 
seeking knowledge and assurance, and 
that knowledge was being supplied in 
ever-increasing degree. The first thing 
that struck one about that life was it 
practicability. We heard little or nothing 
of “that endless Sabbath the blessed ones 
see’’—that Sabbath which had for 0 
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long stirred the desires of saints and 
been the bugbear of the ordinary mortal. 
When necessary (as seemed to be al- 
ways the case with old people or after 
prolonged illness) a long sleep was or- 
dered, lasting perhaps for six months or 
a year, before the spirit was allowed to 
waken to the realisation of its new sur- 
roundings. We would find ‘banks’ on 
the other side. Some people had already 
opened accounts with them, and they 
were substantial ones. Some of us might 
arrive penniless, and have to begin pain- 
fully to put together a few coins before 
we could open the smallest credit ac- 
count. There were people who, by giv- 
ing out love and happiness here, were, 
as Masefield put it, “building palaces in 
kingdom come.” These houses, if we 
were to believe the folk on the other 
side, had a counter-part of everything 
here. They were surrounded by gardens, 
where grew many wonderful flowers. 

The more spiritual we ourselves be- 
came, the more beautiful would be the 
projections we threw around us. We 
were only on the fringe of the under- 
standing of such matters as sound and 
colouraticn, and the unity of vibration 
of sight, sound, thought, and all spiritual 
projections. 

Had dwellers in the spirit life organi- 
sations, social life, community life? Had 
they a system of government? Had they 
communications with other spheres, 
hicher and lower than their own? There 
seemed to be ample proof that all that 
Was so. There were laws, rewards, and 
places of punishment—some people liked 
to call them hells. But there was no 
irrevocable punishment on the spirit side. 
There were many similarities between the 
Spheres, and yet when we applied 
material conditions to the higher spheres 
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each one had a difference, an antithesis. 
There was religion without hypocrisy; 
art in its purest, highest form, without 
any degradation to satisfy the lower in- 
stincts of humanity. There was the en- 
joyment and use of animals without 
cruelty. We should have sport which 
should not involve the agony of any liv- 
ing thing. We should be without the 
dark atmosphere of pain and cruelty 
which hung like a pall over the earth 
plane. 
xk OR OR * 


The annual meeting of the Scottish 
Psychical Society was held on April. 14th. 
in their rooms, 22 Stafford Street, Edin- 


burgh. Dr. Barker, who presided, said 
they had had a very successful session 
during 1930-31. They had interesting 
lectures and debates, and some demon- 
strations of psychometry and clairvoy- 
ance while one or two circles had been 
formed. He still felt they were desper- 
ately handicapped for material for pur- 
poses of research. They had _ had 
the previous week, a description of 
wonderful results which had been se- 
cured by people who began as professed 
sceptics, but who had got phenomena 
that had encouraged them to go on until 
they now had the various and _ interest- 
ing manifestations which had been de- 
scribed. The treasurer's statement showed 
a satisfactory balance on the year’s trans- 
actions. Mrs. Saintsbury, the secretary, 
said they had been able to add some 
very interesting new books to the library 
and it was to be regretted that a number 
of libraries in Edinburgh still seemed to 
think that they would imperil their souls 
by keeping psychic books for the use of 
their readers. The reports were approved 
and officers were appointed. 











SEANCE PHENOMENA AT SAN DIEGO 


By N. MEADE LAYNE, A.B., A.M.,B.Sc. 


* KK K * 


Some of the most extraordinary séance 
phenomena produced in this country are 
now being developed at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. The medium is Dr. R. H. Moore, 
a gentleman past seventy years of age, 
who has devoted his life to this work, 
and is well known both in this country 
and abroad. He is a_ well-preserved, 
active man, of genial temperament, well- 
educated and widely travelled. He is, 
so far as I have been able to ascertain, 
the only medium in the world who 
neither enters the cabinet nor passes into 
the trance state. He remains outside the 
curtain and is fully conscious at all times. 

The forms which are produced appear 
from behind the curtain, and are partly, 
but never fully, materialized. As a rule 
they are invisible below the bust, though 
the ectoplasmic drapery sometimes trails 
nearly to the floor. When they advance 
into the circle, the medium rises and ac- 
companies them within a few steps; he is 
nearly always dimly visible, and some- 
times speaks at the same time as the ap- 
parition. 

At a recent séance one of the forms, 
while conversing with the person at my 
side, advanced to within about eighteen 
inches of my face. Dr. Moore then, after 
telling us what he was about to do, struck 
the head of the form lightly with his 
open hand, to show the degree of 
materialization. The movement and the 
sound were plainly perceived. He then 
passed his arm through the form at the 
solar plexus. The faces are usually 
covered with the ectoplasmic veil; the 
hands and arms have fully materialized, 
so far as I know, on one occasion only. 


Apart from the full consciousness and 
visible presence of the medium, the strik- 
ing feature is the number and variety of 
the materializations. At the last meeting 
of this group, fifteen forms were pro- 
duced successively, over a period of two 
hours, in addition to a considerable num- 
ber of voices through the trumpets. These 
forms are of both sexes, of varying 
stature, and of different voice. They are 
in nearly every case friends or relatives 
of the sitters; they talk intimately with 
them, and show the greatest familiarity 
with the lives and personal affairs, past 
and present. There is no attempt, of 
course, at test conditions, since the séances 
are not given for scientific purposes. It 
is clear however that impersonation by 
the medium is ruled out without ques- 
tion. That confederates could imperson- 
ate such a variety of forms and display 
such an intimate and extensive know- 
ledge, for such a length of time, is at 
the very least highly improbable; when 
taken in conjunction with the details, 
which are too numerous to set forth 
here, any such hypothesis cannot be en- 
tertained. The high character and 
excellent record of the medium should 
also be taken into account; and 
in addition, the reported individual ex- 
periences of the sitters, a considerable 
number of whom have been able to keep 
in their own homes appointments made 
with the forms appearing at the séance, 
and have there secured slate-writing and 
semi-materializations, proceding to all 
appearances from the same entities. This 
is no place, of course, to argue the 
evidential nature of the phenomena; it 
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can only be said that the presumption of 
genuiness is to my mind very consider- 
able, and I have failed to observe any 
suspicious circumstance whatever. Per- 
haps I should add that my own training, 
and knowledge of the history of spirit- 
ism and of psychic research, have rather 
predisposed me to a complete agnosticism 
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than to any too-ready credulity. I should 
be the last to claim that the phenomena 
here referred to are in the nature of 
scientific proof; taken in their totality 
however they are much too striking to be 
allowed to pass without public comment, 
and my personal impression of their 
validity is very strong. 


x * * * * 


M. JEAN MEYER: OBITUARY NOTE 


Just as we go to press I learn, with 
deep regret, of the death of M. Jean 
Meyer who passed away at Marseilles on 
April 13th., aged 75. He was born at 
Riven (Switzerland) on July 8th., 1855. 

Psychical Research in France would be 
almost non-existent to-day were it not 
for the munificence of Jean Meyer. He 
founded and endowed (in 1918) the In- 
stitut Métapsychique International and 
the Maison des Spirites, Paris. Though 
an ardent spiritualist, he recognised the 
value of scientific research into the phe- 
nomena of the séance room and spent 


millions of francs in supporting the In- 
stitut, where he hoped that some day the 
proof of man’s survival would be scien- 
tifically demonstrated. 

M. Meyer took an active interest in 
spiritualism in his own country and was 
Director of La Revue Spirite, a journal 
issued by the Maison des Spirites which 
also published many works on spiritual- 
ism. He was closely connected with the 
Union Spirite Francaise, besides being 
vice-president of the International Spirit- 
ualist Federation. 

HARRY PRICE 


+ * * K * 


THE CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 
DR. SANTOLIQUIDO: A MEMORIAL NOTE 
From a Letter by Dr. Eugene Osty 
Revue Metapsychique, Nov-Dec., 1930 


* ok Kk K 


In the death of Professor Doctor Santoli- 
quido the world in general, and the world of 
Psychic Research in particular have suffered 
an irreparable loss. November 25, 1930, 
this wonderful man passed from our plane, 
to be mourned by society at large, and all 
who had been privileged to contact him or 
his work. 

Doctor the 


Santoliquido’s eminence in 


» medical profession is widely known. While 


sill in his youth the Naples Faculty of 


| Medicine placed him in charge of The Thera- 
| peutic Course, and later the Ministry of the 


Interior elected him to the Chair of Legal 
Sanitation in the Institute for the Perfection 
of Hygiene. Soon thereafter, he succeeded to 
the office of Director General of Public 
Health for all Italy, in which position he 
opened an immediate campaign to free the 
Health Administration from its subservience 
to Bureaucracy, then setting himself to the 
realisation of his dearest ambition, namely, to 
protect and conserve the health of the public, 
defending it from epidemics and similar 
menace, and as well, to establish protection 
for the health of animals. 
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Within a few years Doctor Santoliquido at- 
tained his object, bringing about a. model 
system of Sanitary Legislation for the Italian 
nation. In especial, the elimination of malaria 
in certain parts of the country is due to his 
unflagging efforts, as well as the institution 
of efficacious prophylactic against venereal 
diseases, and elimination of epidemics. 

In the latter work, however, Doctor San- 
toliquido held the conviction that the battle 
against epidemic could not be entirely effica- 
cious without International cooperation. He 
became therefore the apostle for the propaga- 
tion of this idea abroad, and in 1907 repre- 
sented Italy at the International Conference, 
whence sprang the Bureau of International 
Hygiene, located in Paris, and of which Dr. 
Santoliquido was President until 1916, when 
he was made President of the Inter-Allied 
Commission for Alimentation of the Armies 
of the Allied Forces. 

Devoting himself entirely now to the main 
questions of International Public Health, the 
Doctor took up permanent residence in Paris, 
and at the close of the War, the Red Cross 
League, founded in 1919, called upon him 
to become its Counsellor, which office he held 
until his death. 

At 76, in precarious health and just re- 
covering from an operation upon a foot, he 
went to Milan in slippers in order to carry 
on his work. 

This he persisted in until his medical 
friends compelled him to place himself under 
care, by this time urgently needed. Even then, 
he continued his own work until stricken by 
the coma which preceded death. 

Thus did this noble being devote himself 
to labors for humanity. He died as he had 
wished to die,—still in the full course of 
active struggle towards an infinite progress. 
He thought only good of all around him, and 
although he might easily and honorably have 
amassed wealth in his remarkable position, 
he cared for nothing more than a modest 
living, obtained by the proceeds of his own 
work. 

HOW DR. SANTOLIQUIDO ENTERED 

METAPSYCHICS 


In September, 1906, returning from a 
journey, Professcr Santoliquido found a re- 
markable novelty taking place in his home. 
His son, his niece Louise and some friends 
were holding a “table communication.” 
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The Professor laughingly chided them for 
such ridiculous superstition but he was urged 
not to judge of the matter without trying it 
first himself. 

Although certain of proving it the fallacy 
he believed it to be, Dr. Santoliquido never. 
theless yielded to this demand. He declared, 
however, that he was willing to be convinced 
if some unspoken mental questions of his 
own would be correctly answered. 

Great was his amazement when he received 
absolutely correct answers to all the questions, 
of which he had asked seven. The Doctor's 
curiosity was aroused and he investigated the 
mystery seriously. As the experiments con. 
tinued it became obvious that Louise, Dr. 
Santoliquido’s niece, was the agent of com. 
munication. 

Through her, indisputable proof was given 
that inexplicable forces could predict future 
events and reveal other facts, and a remark- 
able chain of circumstances followed fast; all 
of which combined to lead Dr. Santoliquido 
to the ultimate height he reached in Psychic 
Research and its advancement. 

Obliged to reside in Paris during the War, 
the Professor accidentally made the ac 
quaintance of Dr. Geley, whom he engaged 
as Secretary. 

Dr. Geley being interested in Metapsychis 
the two men found a common interest, later 
carying out extensive laboratory experiments 
together. 

Subsequently, also by accident (or special 
Higher Guidance in the interest of Psychic 
advancement), a contact was made with 
Monsieur Jean Meyer, a man of large fortune 
and deep interest in Spiritistic Science. 

These three nen founded in 1919 the fi: 
ternational Metapsychical Institute, of whic! 
he remained active President until 1929. 

He devoted lismself to the study of meti 
psychics always as a  Seeker,—never a 
elucidant, refusing in all cases to attempt any 
explanation of psychic phenomena, declaring 
himself merely a spectator of its mysteries. 

The world of Psychic Research has suffered 
the loss of that which can never be replaced 


in the passing of Dr. Santoliquido. He wa : 


a great scientist, a great physician, a geil 
metaphysician, and greater of all a human: 
tarian whose like will seldom be vouchsafed 


to a world which mourns him wherever hisf 


presence conveyed its benefits to surrounding 
society. 
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Dr. E. Osty recounts results obtained after 
some months of technical and detailed ex- 
periments in collaboration with his son, 
Marcel Osty, engineer, and employing the 
mediumship of Rudi Schneider. 

Mr. Schneider for some years previous had 
given numerous demonstrations of the dis- 
placement of objects at some distance from 
himself, also occasional materialisations of 
human forms. 

Upon the Medium’s first visit to the 
Metaphysical Institute in Paris during the fall 
of 1930, the manifestations occurring during 
his seances for the Institute were scarcely 
worthy of mention, in comparison with his 
work of previous date. 

Of thirteen sittings, eleven were lengthy 
and without phenomena. In the remaining 
two there occurred a table displacement 
visible in red light, at about one yard distance 
from the Medium, himself visible and under 
control. At the fourteenth sitting no phe- 
nomena took place, but when the Infra-Red 
Rays were employed the Medium, within a few 
minutes of entering his usual trance condition, 
created (if it may be so stated) at a distance 
from himself, a certain substance invisible and 
non-photographable. (The word ‘substance’ 
is used here provisionally; the nature of this 
phenomenon cannot be judged by description 
alone. ) 

This ‘substance’ localised in the atmosphere, 
and arrested or caused to deviate vigorously 
the Infra Red wave length. 

The discovery was a revelation, and we 
feel that we are upon the threshold of a 
Study reaching to results of greatest im- 
portance. 

In the succeeding seances we devoted our 
cforts to an exact confirmation of the action 


* OF 


DEMONSTRATION AND COURSE OF NEW STUDIES 
DEALING WITH (so called) MEDIUMISTIC ENERGY, 
IN ITS PHASE OF INVISIBLE EXTERIORISATON 


of this “Mediumistic Creation’ ,—in its in- 
visible phase,—upon the Infra-Red Rays 
direct. 

To this end we employed means con- 
trollable by sound, and at the same time, 
register graphically the displacements and 
duration of the “Invisible Substance’, in the 
Infra-Red. 

In these experiments we also learned that 
this substance is absolutely commanded by 
the psychism of the Medium. 

As an indisputable guarantee that the Infra 
Red Ray was affected by nothing else in the 
room but the said “Invisible Substance’, two 
persons held the Medium during the entire 
time of the phenomenon’s action, and photo- 
graphs were taken suddenly and at frequent 
intervals therein. In addition, all the space 
traversed by the Infra Red was illuminated 
by red light, which also took in the entire 
company, the Medium included. 

Pursuant to this our first period of re- 
search, we arrive at the following conclusions: 

That the creation of this ‘Invisible Sub- 
stance’ proves easy and rapid of production, 
and always possible. 

(By comparison, Mr. Schneider’s other 
lines of manifestation have proven much 
more difficult, and unreliable of production.) 

That we have found means for proving 
with certainty the existence, displacement, 
and psychic command of the “Invisible Sub- 
stance. 

That we have now a base whence by pro- 
gressive study of the paranormal powers of 
human psychism over matter, particularly in 
a phase of creation invisible and non-photo- 
graphable, the most extended results may be 
developed indefinitely. 

(Signed,) Docrrur E. Osty. 


* OK & 


REVUE METAPSYCHIQUE for Nov.—Dec. 1930: other articles 


Dr. Osty’s article upon Hypnotism, in 
Which he treats of the progressive scarcity 
i hypnotic subjects, is exhaustively  dis- 
fussed by Monsieur E. Pascal, who recounts 
Dr. Osty’s suggested theory that the cause 





ur SU eae 


of this diminution might be a possible cosmic 
influence of nature, as yet unknown. 
Monsieur Pascal suggests that the decrease 
(if any) in the number of hypnotic subjects 
might rather be due to either of the follow- 
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ing causes, one of which Dr. Osty has already 
considered, and which he terms the possible 
rarefication of a sensibility (or predisposition ) 
to hypnotism. 

The second cause Monsiur Pascal suggests 
as another possibility, is the idea that fewer 
persons may now believe as much as formerly 
in the power of hypnotism itself, as when 
this craze was at its height, and thus sub-con- 
scious predisposition to its influence might be 
lessened. 

Regarding Dr. Osty’s suggested analogy be- 
tween Somnambulism and Hypnotism, and 
which is discussed most interestingly, Mon- 
sieur Pascal inclines to think that there is 
no diminution in the number of persons pre- 
disposed to both the above abnormal condi. 
tions, although he mentions that exact 
statistics either of Somnambulism or Hypne 
tism are obviously difficult of attainment or 
verification, generally speaking. 

Monsieur Pascal gives some interesting data, 
including added medical and other experiments 
dealing with the subject, and although he is 
not enthusiastic as to the use of hypnotism in 
general medical and other practice he con- 
siders hypnotic suggestion in many cases, and 
especially in certain nervous ailments, capable 
of great benefit if developed as an aid to 
therapeutics. 

In Dr. Osty's reply to the foregoing, he 
takes issue with Monsiur Pascal upon certain 
points, discussing in detail the latter's postu- 
lates in general. 

Nevertheless, both the scientists unite at 
last upon a belief in the value of psycho- 
therapeutics, regretting alike that the majority 
of the medical profession refuse systematically 
to investigate and utilise the psychophysio- 
logical conditions capable of suggestion treat- 
ment, with the infinite possibilities offered by 
a union of Psychism with Medical Science. 


* ek OK OF 


A third article appears upon the same sub- 
ject by Monsieur Robert Desoille, giving 
notable data of physiological effects observed 
during hypnosis, and affecting respiration, 
circulation, temperature and metabolism, all of 
which were reduced during the hypnotic state, 
returning to normal upon the subject’..s_re- 
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lease. 

An interesting review of famous (and 
other) cases of Stigmata is contributed by 
Monsieur C. de Vesme. In addition to ap 
exhaustive recapitulation of recorded phe. 
nomena, Monsieur de Vesme discusses the 
subject at length, considering it from vati. 
ous view points and dealing with the psycho. 
logy of Stigmata from many and compre 
hensive angles. 


fe ab al ale 


An article of interest is that of Monsieur 
J. Delevsky,—''Saggestion in Scientific Crea- 
tion.’ In dealing with the subject of Tele. 
pathy he combines in his discussion the ques. 
tion of coincidence, and what he terms—"‘Col- 
lective Psychic Suggestion.” 

Monsium Delevsky instances several of the 
famous cases of simultaneous inventions and 
discoveries, notably that remarkable _ history 
of the discovery of the Non-Euclidian Geo- 
metry system, which was arrived at almost at 
the same time’ by Gauss the German 
geometrician, Lobatchevsky the Russian mathe- 
matician, and Johann Bolyai, a young Hun- 
garian; neither of whom either knew or had 
at any time communicated with each other. 

Monsieur Delevsky’s article is well worth 
reading, offering some valuable considerations 
of its subject. 


Fraudulent Mediumship, as carried out by 
Madame Stanislawa P., a Polish Medium, in 
a series of experimental seances at the Met 
physical Institute of Paris, is told in interest 
ing fashion and with ample detail by Dr. L 
Osty, who describes the means taken by the 
Institute to determine whether former accus: 
tions of fraud against Madame Stanislawa 
were true or not. 

By clever use of photography, a reproduc 
tion of which is published with the Doctor’ 
article, and the fact of Madame Stanislaw 
being taken in the act of deception under ! 
sudden illumination, her guilt was absolutelj 
proved. 

Dr. Osty has presented his account of the 
cxposé for the obvious purpose of protecting 
the best interests of Psychic Research. 

SYBLA RAMUS 





